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bs 5.0026 "OS. 
OR SINN Us 
To the Hohourable - | 


SOCIETY. 
SW ORD=-MEN 


SCO T L AN D. 
Erefted at Edinburgh the 16% of Febraany,16gh 


Gentlemen and Fellow-Sword- Men, | 
Aving the Honour to be 'One of Your 
Socicty, and being fo Fortunate 'as to 
be clefted at Your firſt 
cident for rthar Year, I chiok I cannot g 
greater Teſtimony of my Gratitpde for hat” 
Favaur, and of the relpe&t bear to the! Sociery, * 
then'by preſenting you with this Token which 
alrhongh I miuſt'contefs bur a very-mall One ;' 
yer if rartowly canvaſed eb d, will be/found to egti. 


tain'in tt more of the Jn. r-of the Sword, 
tharj ptobably (confidering ob ts bulk) could have" 
been expetted, 


all, 
of. | 


this 


humility fſubmirs ro--Your impatcia 


le therefore begs your PrareRtion,8 ich 
for-who can be fitter Judges of tlic Rinks, 


4 To the Honpurable Society 


this DgnagG, Wa wg mpone who have {o-gene.. 
roully en agect emſc]ves to Mantain, Encou- 


rage, an nd the Uſefulnefs-of che ART 
whereaf 3 _— —— 

Ic is tgwe, itreateth chicflybur of the Second 
Branch; or Part of this. Art; for I think che 


Atyot theSmalþ-ſword or Rapicr may be yery: 
uſtly þ- iy pn three Parts, or Kinds 4 
caftice, which are, The Praftice of the Leſ- 
ſons upan 4 Maſter's Breaſt. . The Praftice of 
Schookplay; ior of. the ſame Leſions againſt a 
mmerad with Blunts. And thePraQtice ofthe 
Adftra& ot mol? ſecare part of the very ſame 
Leſſons at Sharps, for a Man's Honour, or Lite, 
Now-ot the, Firſt & Laſt of.cheſe ] have writ als 
ready; ot the Arſt in my. Scats F encing-M after, 8 
of the Laſt-1n the Sword-Mangs YVade-mecum : So 
that to perfue all Ican Jay upon this Art, there 
only, remaips that I diſcouric, upon this Second 
Branch, which is.of ſq-mucb the: more ul, as 
it 1s the only :mcans to make a Man pette(t in 
the Thirss. Har a Scholar Haar: play bis Lef- 
Qns,VErY,Exatlly upan a Maltcr, who can nels 
their bed them .in Aflaule nor at Sharps, 
bug it js ſomewhat rare to find. a perſon dexte- 
rous and exatt in School play, who cannot ner} 
form ſomething at Sharps, I da not mean by 
his natatal Courage and | png y 'but 3-54 
an artificial Condu@ and Prattice of his Let- 
Ft WO RE 0, Ant 
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-\ And altho'there main Our Hononrable 
Sociery be (ome; who know as'mach; may; per- 
oy more of what'/betongerh rexhis;rhan [can 
difcover co themn;and/alſo that iragnor be ſup» 
poſed rhat any will be /admirred*ints it, who 
donor in ſorae meaſure underſtand how School 
Play fhould - be performed ; yee'Fimay fafely 
ſay, we are fiot all ofthe farne- ft and 'A- 
droitneſs ; and however uickfs this Pelce may 
prove.co tome; yet therearcorhers'who ſtand 
"mightily ini need of 'it, a5 well in:Onr' Socier) 
-as-itf other Schools throw the Kingdom ; And 
this i} ry Opirtioh can be no rrore's Refleti- 
@n'upon- us, than it is upon any other | 
ration,” that all i belonging wo we'not al 
dexterousarid expert in the Trade chey profeſs. 
-1P"Expett* theceibrs Gentlemen, © that You 
won bediflatisfied at my rec 


| | <0 mmetding this 
"DiftSitle ro"'Y'9t {abinge? ing t was tneets 
yr rhe Encoljtagetnent of t q and Icti- 


'ptdvemeng, of: xe Youth of this Kingdom, 
whereof You att'a-parr,rhat 1 was at firft indv- 
ted roenter-apot{chis $ubjeRt:Ahd feiog I may 
'withour Vanity {ay, 1 have beerf none of tHe 
"mean:ft Inftramencs'in perſwadingadny Geh- 
clettien to apply thetn(elves wk the good c- 
fects of which, Lice ig the Ere&toh of this Otir 
Society z | reſt ſatisfied as haying fully accom- 
pliſked my Deſign, and contemning the Gen- 

A 3 {urcs 


6 To the Honourable Society. 
lures of Any, who'miay Refie& upon me. as 
medlingtþþ much with what they judge foes 
{o lirtle lye in-my- way ;. Lchiok my (elf aboun- 
dantly recompenced (by the Encouragement 
Hee You giye the Art ) for any ſmall T roublke 
or Expencesl have been-ar for che benefit of my 
Countrey-men upen this Subje&, of which, 'if 
I be not-miſtaken, I have ſaid all rhar is neceſ- 
ſar, either for/the Divertiſement, or Defence 
| | Continueaben, Worthy Gentlemen,-Your 


y -.- HIUYEIION yOu COP 
Toyr moft fincere Well-wiſher - © Servant 


i To all bs are 7 { for 


Y 


- 
. 


fo 294 


Afaultin 


GENTLEMEN, 

OV. may perbope i imagine, FPS ED 
writ ſo. much already wpen this Subjelf 
Eadie, is lkly 
#0 prove either” Swperfluonus, or at b bus 3 Repetition, 
bar 1 muſt vell rr at frittly dit is neither? 


"For in this 1 amt to give you @ diſeription of neither 
Guard, Parrade, nar Leſſon having done that ſo ex: 
oftly in my Scots Fencing- Maſter, hat. were I to 
do it again, I conld nat 5" hin ooo, hogd-mr 


ing an exatt C Ti th ly conform 
#0 Ale common of Teach FR Fo at preſens 
throw the moſt part of Europe. 


But as all Aris tare capable of z ſo in 
Fencing there are. Cirgymiſt ances uſe now in wed wha 
ing ſome of the Leſſons, which s few Teors bence may 
Fog (and wpon very j iuft and ſolid grounds ) to 


ets Advantage : So that altho my Book, be 


exad now, yet tt may come to differ 4 little in 
thoſe Ciroumftances, which may sfterwards be thought 
Th agreeabl te Reaſon, = tbe Naznrol Situation 


Body, How 


' nie, - 778: 


hr weeren Ee Dif So 
"to to 


recommend a t#hd\ Art ſo gradu- 
ally from 1h eſſon, that 
T may juſtly term it, The Rudiments of the Sword for 


Beginpers and 4 ſufficient Infirufter and Reyiner of 
16 doſe \lpbv ave either fo, # - 
T the 


year thIr"4r2 i capable 
rye you an Ab of.. the moft effemi; 
}, that are. ay 4 be profliced' as 


2 ig alfo ys that in the ares 

Vio-hanny s oh w wo D bo 
#0} 0 

4 f thift 77 "7 

1 confat hes 1 write that "TI "2; #0 


in jathe Art I cannot 


to have bai] any more reghus is 48 this 7s 
jet, but nf tent nei Pp ools, eſpe-. 
cially upon the _ e's 5k S the d a 
fret mwiy 2193 Abſur thoſe tbh 
did Affault;,tobich 1 am yryetenys only grownit 
Derfivh - form bit the reaſon alf®i wn alt _ 
ay +} from tht SEDBON,'F ſay the o 


= me diſert/t this | doll 
6-7, who h e# of why ek bad —_— ; 
SFnething whith might prove hy  Vehefſeial for the” 


improvement of Trung; and perfiting of Ola $i! in 
ztbety 


] 
q 
a 
j 
q 


- 
their Pley niith Blants, and after baving # theth a 
fidered wherein #bis omiſſion lay 1 found tf to'bt in 
the not ſetting down of plain ant «vxalt Ridder for Af- 
ſanting ;, . it is true in my .Scors Fencing Maſter 7 
bimed a, little at it, and gave a'ſo ſome few? Divedilany 
80 this purpoſe, but they are not there near ſd gartiou- 
lar upon' this besd as I intend. they ſadill be at fproſent, 
80 for the benefit of Young Sebvlats, del toyrentnt 
for the future tbe like abuſes; 1 bave undevtahen to 
draw-oi-ſuch Direftions as T have by my ſMall prs- 
ice found to be moſt advantagious in Seyool-play; you 
are therefore only to expett here thoſe Diredti " þ;th 
are #0 be'a1:ſo manie Gutidet' ,” for your more Decent 
and Rigulor Aſſauching , in' ſetting dow of which Þ 
ſhall endeavour to be as tiftinf® and conpriiiliont'as 
poſſible, ſexing 1 will eafilie be underfioed by you for 
whom they are deſigned, and for others ( as I bave ſaid 
elſewhere.) they muft not imagine that the reading a 
a (beg. arigzvo of Print will immediatlie inſpire them 
with as much Art as can make them Aſſault, No, 
that is not to be expeded, 


They therefore muſt at firſt ſteer their Courſe ano- 
ther way, that is, make Application to ſome Judi. 
cious Maſter, who by bis Repnte may be judged ca- 
pable to inflrud them,under whoſe Tutorie I ſhall leave 
them until he make them fit to praftice the following 
Direfions , which | ſhall then Recommend to their 
Perwuſal, but at preſent onlie to the Praftice of Tow whe 
are Aliuallie, or bave been Scholars , and who there- 


fore 


$0 A 
fore do emumonlie Aſſault in the Schools won theſe 
dayes, which by the appointment of the Maſters ere ſet 
#pore for thes purpoſe. 

Prattiſe then Gentlemen , who ever you are , theſe 

p Direftions, as exattlie as 1 ſhall fet them 

down, plainlie and faithfullie, and then we ſhall ſee 
po wndecent-Poftures. n1y Grimmaces no Rambling. and 
but few Contretemps ' in your School play, the neatneſs 
and decencie of which wil) not onlie draw mame Peo+ 
ple 80 the Schools upon the daies of publick Aſſamit, to 
behold your play; but alſs Excite and Encourage manie 
#0 follow the Sword, which ever was, is, and ſhall 
be the main Deſign of anie thing | ſhall ſay mpon #bis, 
fo. Noble and. Gentle-manie, þut ( with a kaaddof Re. 
grote Iſpeakjt )too much neglefted Exerciſe. || 


ADIEU: 


(nuns mm 


Fencing Maſter's 
ADVICE - 


SCHOLAR, 
oy By way of Dialoguc. _— 


MASTER. | 
B OY, Go fee who Kovks. | 


D Boy- Sir, tis one of your Scholars, Mroe 


"Ms. Deſire him to come forewards. 
Sch, Good motrow Sir , 1 ſee you are not very 


early 16 day. 


Me, No indeed Sir,. for you know this is 
my idle da ys, and when a man fatigues 


= ysin a =_ tor the benefir at his Scho- 
lars, he may very well.be allowed one ro hims 


{clf, co take a lirtlecale and reſt in. . Bur pray, 
. what hath brought you {o-carly herethis mor- 


ping, Eſpecially ſceing ic-is neither a day for 
Receiving a Leſſon, nor Aſſaulting 2 


© $ch.$ir.It was wpon that verie Account that I made 
chojce of jt , end ſeeing 1 have now got' you alone, 


and 


je "_ can be the 


» The Feacing Maſters Advice, . 


*: SO oro urs 


. 
. 


4 

"vos oy 4 diſh #4 wh to Fdog my mt ay ſo 
which I | 

ay + confeſs, It at pre a pb DF, perplex me. 


Mes. Sir, I aſſure you l take it as a ſingular 
Obligation, that youuſethis freedom with me, | 
and what y by the warts r may; be, yh allgive 
you” my Þeſt Advice.iu It, : Bur fly 
if it any way relater9 Fs: Arr: 1 protels , 
which caſc Ithink my ſelf doubly —— 


Firſt asa Friend; andithen as your YarR to 
have your ſcruple tefolved; and takt +: 


- SchFratlie Sire ir emeeving the Art; 41 
oy know it is now mare #han-s twdlve 
T bave been your ſcholar,and | have all this Mn pren- 
\Gnaltie attended your ſchool, both for my ration 
and Prattice; As for the firſt , Tou bn ow | ave 
improvenin 3, 6 that 1 think Toy without" 1 tie 
fay, | there is ons of Your febolavs who cit play their 
Leſſons thote ex4Blis, and with &bittey Giate upon 
yaur breaſt then | tan; bub'ar fiv te Proffite (1 know 
aſoni-of it") 1 fn4# ar well as 
that of Your oth Tong ſobolers, fark wonght; for 
when we play of ainſt ore andiber we are verie. oft to 
ſeek what to do aud if we perform any thing i if done 
with ſo little Art and jo frequeentlie by way of Contre- 
ar . exchanged. Thewft 1, that | think i fonexbet 
difents to determine whether we are the better of what 


you 


To his Scholar, $c, ++ 1} 


at | Mz. I confeſs Sir.your Dilcourſe .pleaſes 
- | me mightily, and it is no (mall fatisfa@ion 
m | ro me to find yon fo ſenſible of your weak- 
ve | neſs'in this Att, and that you have alſo with 
ie | {9- much clearneſs and Reaſon pivert 'me 
ir | an accomit of what troubled you ; Bur ſeeing it 
" | is of no greater moment, then whar'you have 
y | told me, am hopetul I ſhal beableto,give you 
s | fall farifaQtion , and very ſhortly haye: your 
r | {cruplein this matter removed, © 


Ch, Sir, .if TIN Ne 3: YOu. (hall for 

04a y hindne = 4! *= Ne 
"Me. -Be pleaſed chea bur co ſpend ,cbis ops 
day with, mand wihpenandiok mark down 


what 


v4 The Feneing Maſtert Advice 
whatT fhall ditat r5 you , and if 1do norlay 'Þ? 
down ſuch infallible Rules for Affauliing, 'Þ 
a5 fital] make youlwhen you come to pra@ice)" Þ® 
acknowledge they are ſuch, then 3 am tatisfied, *|®' 
thar you not only quite my ſchool! , Bur alfo c-* afr 
ſeem me as an itnipoſer upor! Youth, and one" » 


who conſiders more his private intereſt and | 
Advantage , than the publick Good and im- 
ptoyement of his Scholars, and F am hopetut 
that as yet you do not look upon me as ſuch; 

Sch. No indeed fir, for if Tdid 1 twould not give 
you thi; trowble, but now ſeeing tbe Morning is ſo for. 
edvanced et us loſs no time, and be you alſa I intreat 
you, a1 netbodical and ſhort in your Inſtruttions as 
pls, a 

 Me.. ] ſhall endeavour it what I can, but for 
the mote orderly procedure it will no: be amiſs 
to make a little digreſhon, and ſhew what Me- . 
thod all Maſters ſhould rake for the better, ac- - 
commodating of their Scholars when they are 
co Aſſault. | . | 


How, a FENCING-SCHOOL (hould be Ordered,.. 
for the better accommodation of the Sebolars., .. 


— X33 


Ft. A Fencing-School being a place,where ; 
Perſons of che beſt Quality do frequently + 
reſort for their Excrcile and Divertilement: ., 


| would therefore hayexycry Maſter ror miake 
” choile 


ww wwrew © w GHSO 


To bis Schollar, 8c. "= 


/ Fhoile of as large, well lighted, and wel aired 
"an one as conveniently can be bad, having - if 
poſſible, a lictle Room entering from it, for 
he Scholars to ſhift themſelves 10 before, and 
 zþfrer Aflavlting, which would te much berter 
;YIthen for them to be put to the neceſſity of ſhif- 
[+ [ring before rhe whole company : Both which: 
\. Rooms ſhould be kept alwaycs ncat and clean, 
-» [aod ſufficiently furniſhed with Chairsor Forms 
[for the. Schollars, or other Perſons who came 
our of curioſity to ſee the Aſſaulting, to fir us 
- [pon, and 1 would have them fo placed as. no 
-[wayes'ro incommode the Aflauſers; -neither 
( unleſs the School were fo throng that there 
' Iwere not ſeats enough for them) would I have 
any to ſtand ſave the Maſter, who is to be as 
DireQor and Judge of every thing which ſhall 
paſs inthe School, becauſe ſuch Perſons when 
- [they fland, do commonly ſhift from place ro 
- [place, which not only occaftons a noife in the 
| School which is very undecent, but alſo inter- 
h the Aſſaulrers, and is oftimes the cauſe 
of making one of thera receive a Thruſt, which 
- [had they not prefied and incommoded him 
- [with their ſhifring hicher and thither, he mighe 
' [have prevented : Nowthe reaſon why | wonld 
\ [have a large and pleaſant School, is becauſe ir 
7 [will prove a means both ro draw company thi. 
| [ther,” and to cauſe the Scholars take the more 
delight 


F . 
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delight in their PcaQice, which none can do: 
when they play ina dark and neſty Room. 


Setondly. Al the Shoes and Flurers ſhould 
be bung out of the way, the neglect of which 
hath allo its inconvenjeticies: For when they[}3 
hing near to the place where theAſlault is madc; 
if any of the Aſſauſters ( when they are cloſly|}-. 
pvriued) do but retire 'amewhat near-to the] 
wall,' immediarly thete cometh down about]! 
his ears a pait or two of Flurets; which: wich 
the farprizing noiſe they make, do alſo ma- 
ny cimes occaſion. the. receiving of a Thruſt,|[* 
therefote every thing which my anyways in- 
cormmode the Affaulters, ſkould be taken -no- 
tice of and preverited as much as poſkble;, And|| 
thus,much for rhe School ic ſelf, 


_ Now. aMaſtce bavingordered his School af- 
ter this mapner, Fwould have him ir vk&next 
place,” ax..ig ſome expoſed and cotweonient||. 
part.of ir (that they-may'be in me viewiof a} 
andthe becter taken natice of) cheſe fol lboinp||- 
Laws, which ingi/penſably all perlong:whartre- 
quent " {chool-fhould: be obliged rovobltbye|| 
unde4-thq following Penalties, irbelnwitngef! 
ſible igr any, Maſter to have cither 'Ordet'se 
Deceacy.an Þis School without them. tt T4 


TEES TI OOO n—_ — 
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, To his Scholar, &c, 17 


L Laws to be Obſerve 


In All'-FENCING $6 HOOLS. 


of the week appointed for Adaulting, na- 
med,(which ſhould be at leaffonee a week, 
| and no Teaching fo be upon that day) and e- 
very Scholat tobe advertifed thatHe is to fore- 
| fault ſo much, it without a reafonable exCuſle, 
, be ſhall upon ſuch dayes abſenthimliclf; otrhe 
"relevancy of which, the Maſter is tobe the on- 
ly Judge. San © Bo kt A ood 
Secondly, All Curſing, Sweating, and ob- 
ſcene ot tthdilcreer Language, ſhould be bani.. 
ſhed the School 'as much as poffible, and the 
better to preyent it. 


| 
"I N the Firſt Place, 1 would have the dayes 
; 


(11. 


Thirdly, Not only upon thoſe Aflaulting 
_dayes, but alſo rhe whole week throw, all per- 
ons, as well Scholars as ochers who are only 


tl). Wpecarors, ſhould'be obliged to fGlence; ar leaſt 


. todilcourſe within their Voices. For there can 
. be nochihg more unſeemly,; than to ſee a Fens 
 Eing-ſchool (which ſhould be'k Kind of Nurſe- 
Ty toraccorypliſhing of Yohth) att ia confuGon 
and like co a Bir-law-Conrt, whete there js no- 


thing cobe heard' but a Clitcet * and Noiſe of 


- Totgues, 'whereas in' 7 Fenemg-fchool there 
4 . TEITT2Y £8 « B------- a4 ? ſhould 


- 
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ſhould be properly no noiſe heard, ſave that! 
the AſſtulersPeert,and Flurets;and of theM 
ſter's Advices and Reproofs,which he is to gi 
tothoſe who are Aſaulting, or who do not 
behave themſelves in the School as they oug} 


IV. . 
Foxrthly, No Scholar or other Perſon ſhou 
preſume to Aſſault, or offer to pretent a Flu 
ret to any, without having firſt asked the | 
{ters conſent. 
V. | 
Fifthly, No Scholar nor SpeQtaror without 
a licence from the Maſter, ſhould offer to di 
re&t or give advicero any of the Scholars, whih 
arc either taking a Leſſon or Aflauiting : IThaw 
heard fſeveralls when their Commerads bay 
| been Aſlaulting, call rothem aftet this manner 
Why do you not now make a Feint>There wi 
a goud time for Commanding, but you di} 
not take ir; Why do you not now purſue him 
O, lee what a brave opportunity for giving 
Thruſt he hath loſt, becauſe of his not Redo 
bling ! And a great many. more {uch expre 
ſions as theſe, which are yery unbecoming 
pon two accounts : Firſt, becauſe without perf} 
miſh»n a Mg! upon them, to play the My 
fter z And ſecondly, becauſe they reprove off 
times their Commerads for the ſame yery faul 
7 are. moſt guilty of, althoug! 
nlible of it, which when thy > | 


' ». To his Scholar; &Cc. Ig 
ders perceive, they {mile ax them {and with juſt 
rcalon) as being, beth ignorant and imperti- 
nent ; \therefge-1tiwould be a.great. deat more 
commendablein them, to be more caretul in 
reQifying their own faults,and leſs ſirit in cen- 
furing ofothers - ”n7 | 


| vis; 
$". Sithlie, . No: Scholars under fix Monerhs 
''Teaching : (unleſs the Maſter ſhall find them of 
. an; ecxtraordinary/ capacity. and adroirneſs ) 
ſhould be allowed to Aſſault un publick, bur 
wut till that rime they.are by theit private Aſſaules 
 dy--which they; have the reſt 'of che week, to pre- 
why. pare! themſelves: for their /publick Prattice art 
121d! the ſix Monetbs end ; And 1 am confident it 
$:.this were exaRtly -oblerved, rhe Schook play 
net}: would appear a great deal prettier,and, bemych 
wil. rrncr,) than ic. is at preient 1n- many. of the 

IF; VIE | 


Seventhlie', No Scholars ymder a twelve Mcs 
of ''neths ſtanding, ſhovid! be- ſuffered to play 'n 
re their cloaths or walking ſhees,becaule the plays 
ing:inthat Garb, hindereththem from; ſtrech- 
4: 1ng, and ſo;their Bodies cafi-nejrther! bei lo ply- 
able, nor theit mations ſo ſubtle ind Wwitr,as 

+ abſolutely neceflary for every, Mano bave 


IX) 


before he can be a good Swmord- many, -;- - 

4 PP 4 VIII. N "« fr 117 'Ca3 
> whe, None fguld be allowed tp play « 
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-boye three' or / four fair "givery. or receive 
Thruſts at a' time, ' becauſe Mens Vigai 
if rney play briskly, as they ſhould is [penr j 
that time; and- all that they'do afterwards 
bur flow and without lite, which maketh 
Play to appear but dull and unpleaſant, -anÞ 
. therefore they had berter after three or fouf 
 Thruſtsgiye place to the reſt, and fuffer ar 
other ewo ro ſucceed ;- in which'time they ma 
' recover their Wind and Vigoutr;- and fallroÞ 
again if they pleaſe. | Þ 
IK. 11 Bt 
+ Nintblie , In Schools all Thrufts at the Fac 
- Arms, Wreſt;, Thighs, or Legs ſhould*ber 
charged : ' For although a Man when he ist 
* engage with ſharps, may either for hisowts 
ety, - or to'dilable his adverſary, Thruſt ar aÞic 
-Dy part'of the body: Yer ins Schools ( thar thi 
neatneſs of play may the better appear) -r 
'Thruſts ſhould beallowed or accounted as faitff 
which are'not given inthe Trunk of the Bodyſf 
- thatis;*beneath/the Neck, and above the head 
band of the"Breeches, as to the length y- ar 
withinthe two ſhoulders, as co- che breadth of 
©the OLA! jerking (or popping, out af: 
<£.they el ir) at the Arms-or Legs, hath notonfſo 
- Jy noigrace& With it{bur alfo-ſpoylerh all'{choog 
play, which is: what I'amat preſent-oply-dilf 
"comrmngen..-- '/''  '®. ol 
+0, Tentblit”,” Pot the better preyencing of Cor 
y ecreremp 


. \ To bis Scholar, &c. 2. P*>y 
ivegretemps in School play z' when Thruſts are 
pgoifexchanged, ] would have alwayes the-Thruſt 
ne io be decided: in the perſons; favours who. was 
ds #he- firſt Lancher , our of che Thruſt, ſuppoſe 
1-aſhis Adverſaty ſhould allo give him; another, 

unÞÞur withour-ever going to che Parrade, or of>. 
fofering co defend himſelf with his Fluret (for I. 
anfrauld hays all Detence with the lett-Hand in 
ma$chool play.to be baniſhed, except againſt Ig- 
to Þorants,) and-:tbis is but juſt, becauſe it can 
- hardly be ſuppofed that a Man will thus fool. 
iſþly yenture his Life at ſharps, and ſeeing his 
acdclign was mecrly to hit, and-nor to ſhow his 
-difArt,by firſt endeavouring to parric the Thruſt, 
is (which is the main cod ot Aflaulting) it is bur 
z ſacalonable that as a puniſhment for nor firſt of- 
c ering rodefend his perſon, be ſhonld be char- 
thiged with the receiyal of a Thruſt,notwichſtand- 
-n&ng of his giving. another at the ſame time to 
aitbis Adverſaty; but if after endeayouring a 
dyIFarradc,and baving failed in it,he ſhall receive 
ada Thruſt, and then give the exchanged Thruſt 
andJia che time of the others recovering his Body, 
1 dfthen both ſhall, be charged with a Thruſt, be- 
e cauſe although the one was the firft Lancher 
z0fourt of the Thruſt, yer the other after endea- 
adIvouring a Parrade and failing jo ir, returned 
Jihim another before he recovered himſelf, or 


got off; Now his not gettirig quickly cqough 
7 B 3 - off 


4 ' 
. 
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off, ſhows he commirced a grols fauk, contras 
xy to the Rules ot 'Are, for which allo as a pu- 
nifhment to'hiny he is ro be charged with the 


Thruſt, and'ſothey ate tobe confidered as ſill} 


in equal terms antil/another faic 'Thruſt ſhall 
be given: 4know that one Contretermps;orone 
exchanged” Thruſt ar ſharps, is of greater con: 
{-quence and niore dangerous thary a thouſand 
w.th Blunts, but'the beſt and oy -way 10 pres 
vent them at ſharps, is to be very caretu}, and 
ro avoid them as much as is poſhble'with Biunrs, 
zo which I am confident this Law if punRually 
obſerved,will nor a litt e contribute; 
Xl. | 
Eleventhlie , AsT (aid before. all Defence 
with the lett ha'id in School play fhould be dif. 
charged, (except againſt Iynorants and grear 
Ramblers) For it not only taketh away a great 
deal of the variety of play, but it is allo noways 
Gracctul.ro {ee two making nothing but Jerks 
and half Thruſts at one ancther, and lying u- 
na Catch with their Icft Hand,as it the Sword 
Fand forſcoth were no otherwayes nletnl, nor 
not to be made uſe of bur in Offi nding or 
Thruſting : I ſay therefore once again for all; 
that although at ſharps the uſe of the left Hand, 
and thruſting at the Face, Arms, or Thighs, 
are of greax uſe and oftimes very ſurprizing,yer 
becauſe they binder the yaricty,and take away 
a great deal of the gracctulnels of {chool play, 
' an 
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ea:Þ 2m clearly of the opinion they ſhould be dit- 
arged in all publick Aſlaults, and .only al- 
Bowed in privatc,that ſo the Scholars may know 
how to perform them, when there ſhall be a 
neceſficy tor ir. Bu there is as 1 ſaid, an cx- 
zeption to be made here : For it were, moſt un- 
{reaſonable when a Man is to Aſſault againſt an 
ad _ or greac Rambler, todilcharge him 
the bencfir of uſing his. Ictt hand, becaulc ſuch 
perions when they Afdault they do it out of no 
other. delign, but cicher to baffle the Artiſt if 
ly they can, or to ſhow that their Ignorance is as 
uſctul ro them, as the, others Art is to him :; 
Therefore I.fay, in this caſc an Artiſt ſhould 
take all the advantage he can, becauſe his Re. 
(| pucation and Credit ina manner dependeth u- 
-f poo .it, and ch&ietorc the ule of the let; Hand 
A | being ſo beneficial againſt ſuch - irregwar 
at | Thruſts, as in reaſon may be cxpeted | 
h thoſe who have the confidence to make Igno- 
rance conjpeat 'with Art, it ſhould certainly 
q without Controverlie be allowed ; But, exc: pr 
in thiscaſc, Iam altogerher againſt the uſe of 
it io School play, and that for the aboye writ- 
| ten Reaſons. 
3 


Xl, 

, Twelfit lie * Although in moſt part cf 
Schools one Command be reputed equal to a 
Thruſt, yer becauſe a frequent endeavouring 
ta Command doth allo preycat the a of 
pay 


k 
Sh 
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play, I would have that cuſtom altered, and 
no leſs than two Commands to: be teckoned c- 
qual with.z Thruſt ; I confeſs at ſharps it is one 


of the beftrhings a Man can defign (although 
it be both difficult and dangerous to perform) 
for by that means he not only (laves his own ho- - 
nour,but hisAdverſarics }{te, which all generous: þ 


Men ſhonld endeavour as'much as is pothible 


bur although Þ allow Commanding to be uſed : 
in School-play ; for it were unrealonabletoba--r 


niſh it altogethe; yer I am ſtill of the opinion 


that ewo-Coinmands ſhould only be accounmted- : 
as one Thruſt, -alſo no ſtrugling is to be allow- + 
ed rothe Commanded after his Flurer is'once | 
carched hold of,-nor tripping to the Commans«/. 


deratrer he is Maſter of it, -any thing. which 

may appear like trite or contention in Schools 

being by "any means to be avoided, and that 

alſo tor the Reaſons betore mentioned, 
val XII. 

Thirteentblie, If in an Aſſault there ſhall hap- 
pen a Fharer to be broke, the perſon in whole 
Hand the Fluret is, ſhall pay it, according 'to 
the value ſer upon it by the Maſter : Ir is true 
there have been Debates concerning this, ſome 
alledging that it a Flurer be broke upon any 
perſon, it 1s but reaſonab.ec he ſhon1ld pay it;be. 
cauſe he did not defend himſelf berrer from the 


Thruſt, but ro give my opinion in this matter, ' 


it is *> be conſidered, That in an 4 faulr ;. Yu. 


To his. Scholar, 8c. +. 27 + 


etmay: be broke two wayes,cither by a Thruſt 
xr aBlow;Firft,it itbe by a Thruſt, chen it is moſt 
aſt char he who gave the Thruſt ſhovild: pay it, 
/ þccauſe:the other hath already receiyed Afﬀttone -. 
Enough by gerting the Thruſt, and'his.perſon 
Þciog/alrcady puniſhed, it were hard to puniſh 
this parſe alſo. Secondly, if it be with a.ſtroke 
for blow, ir muſt eicher be by giving one upon. - 
| your Adverſarics Flurer,or receiving;one upon 
yours from him; now it you give a blaw upon 
your | Adverfarics Flurcr,and with it hreak, your _ 
own, It; is-but juſt: -you ſhould pay. uy: becaule 
lyou-was the cauſe of it,but if with your ſtroak 
> i | you break your venir en he mult pay 
«./|1t;becaulc by.his Arthe ſhould have prevenred 
[ſuch a ſmart blow,and for not doing of it is juſt 
;- [ly- puniſhed with the pay ment of bh Flurer;: So 
; [for theſe Reaſons] would have ir dexlared that 
the perſon in whaſe hand a Fluret is. broke 
( whatever may be. the cauſlc of it ) ſhould al 
wayes pay it, and this deciſion I think moſt e- 
* | qualtorakeaway all debates whatſoeyer,which 
| may ariſc upon this head, 2 pr, 
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Foxjteenthlie,lt would not be amils, that-asthere . 
is one day at leaſt of the week appointed for pub 
lick Aflaulting,ſo thexe ſhould enceallo a year 
Le aPrize put forth by the Scholars,to be played 
lor by all perſons-who intead to ſhowthe1ir Art 


and 
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and this would notonly cauſe Scholars be more 

diligentand defareons ro improve themſelves, 

bur al(oexcire a curioſity in'a great many peo- 
leto be-inftroed in the Arc, 'who now never 

lo much/as think of it: For nothing hath a 

greatet influence upon Mens aftions than. Ex- 


the Schools our' of 'a curiolity to view and ob. 
ſcrve the Scholars Aſlaulrs, it is ten ro one bur 
the ſame curioſity lead/them next to try whar 
chey car dothemſelves,-and by this mean the 
Schools would/not only'beicrouded with ſpea+ 


tots,” but'the'Kingdomalfo furniſhed with A- 


droit arid Couragious'Swordmien, to effeftuar 
which, is the main, if ot whole deſign of our 
jmployment.' | | 
Leftty;” It ſhould be with one conſent” reſol- 
yed upon, that whoeycr ſhall contraveen any 
of the preceeding Laws, is to fortcit Toties Quo- 
zies, ſo much as ſhall be agreed-upon by the Ma- 
ſt:r and/Scholars,whichſhall go tothe iſe of the 
Maſters Boy, ' for his greater encouragement 


to take care of the Scholars. 'Cloaths, and ro 


keep all things belonging ro the School near 
and in order, which Refolve ſhould be affixed 
ro the ptcceeding Laws; :and ſiibſcribed firſt by 
che Maſter,” and ther by all che Scholars and 
ethers who commonly: Afault upon tholc pubs 
lick days. W13.y: 

Thus Sit have I fhcwn you how a ſchool 
ſhould be ordered to make it convenient, on 
what 


apex apdFpooplc tan be'but once drawn to. 
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To bis Scholob, eve; . 2Þ" 
what Laws ſhud te obſerved in 1t,' to: make / 


the Atlaulcing che more decenc and regular{by. 
this nowayesreſtrifting Maſters, who'are oy 1 
tro add: what they ſhall think convenicnr,/and-: 
take away / what they ſhall judge luperftucus> 
For 1ilo narpretend to bean infallible Law: 
giver to all-Maſters, bur that which »renvams 
and is che moſt difficulr of all' (although't ex» 
pc& alſo with your Aplaute ro go: throw: with 
it) isthe giving you ſuch Rules for Afſaulrig, :- 
as tharagainſt whatever perſon yoga cngage,you «. 
may {tz}t reap bencfic by your Art, by which 


| means'you will not only have the (cruples you 


propoſed "ro me removed; bur alſo be latistied 
that I have dealt ingeruoully, & frankly ditco-. 
yered to-you the whele wyſtery of School play, 


Sch. Sir, By the reaſonableneſ1 of what bath been 
already ſaid,” I may judge of the truth of what is to 
follow : Rmt it ſeemeth to me very range that whit 
ſuch exattRules for decency in ſchools may be obſerved. 
there are few of our Maſters do ſo much as ever think. 
upon them, a\though the obſervance of them would cer- | 
tainly ſo much tend to maky themſihves reſpedie d; theiv 
Art admired, and conſ.quently their ſchools more. fre- 
quented. | \ 

Ma. This Sir, 1 confeſs I have marvelled 
at my ſelf as much as any, and at firſt could 
not imagine what ſhould be the reaſon of this 
their ſv unpardonable a negleR, bur after a 


more {crious RefleRion, Ttound that thete are 
i 
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a great many who: rake upon them; the Name 
| r, and pretend co each this Art, who 
have but little of the Judgement of it, and-what- 
ever their Praftice maybe, yer their commu- 
nicative Artis a:mecr Rote, which by-a canti- 
nual.ſcyen years repetition af Leſſons (rhe or- 
dinary- Ferm of Apprentiſhip) they have fo 
Inrooted-in themtharipurt them off-cheir com- 
mon -jog-rrot' of Teaching, they are imme- 


diatly: put to a Nonplus, | and if you 'ask them 


a-weaſon:for the (moſt; part of what they do, 
they mill tcl] you that ir docs not become! you 
to ask Queſtions; and that you are-only:taido 
what: they deſire you ;'-and if you: preſs:them 
further, then is thiswniverial Reaſon: given) for 


ally.1-; was Taught by: ficb a perſon who was - 


reputed. a brave Maſter and excellenr: Sword. 
an, and thus and thus he taugbr, me.; Again 
er but. to, dilcourſe, with. them concerning a» 
ny.of the iarricar Points belonging to.che Art, 
and ou ſhall immediatly find chem either ſhitc 
the dilcgurle, or tell, you: that thee, Queſtions 
you.2rc poking arc(_ rArcans Gladii ), profound 


ſecrets; which muſt. nor. be diſcourſed of, nor 
revealed to any, bur ſuch as inrend to make pro» 
tefſion of the Arr,alkhougb perhaps it pur to it, 
they can give no. berrer {atisfaRiog.torhe point 
In orion than this.' fie 4ixit Preceptor,a mean 


*- ignorant kind of Anſwer,unbecoming any 
W 


pretend to the Name of Maſter, 


Now 
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Now- lay when a mans chief deſign, isogly 
to attain to the (yperficial praftice of the. ſword 
( although 1 contcls this. is, pardanable: enough 
inGeatlemen who-/are not.ro. make ,any..pro. 
felon of ic, but ro ule (ir, meerly for their Di. 
yertilment or Deteace).yer, for maſtcrs to haye 
no-more, is an unpardonable weakneſs, and 
le their Praftice be. never {o good, yer, nat.he. 
ing.able.to give, a lufficient reaſon for. cvery 
thing they. do, they ought;to be look*'d upon 
as good. Praticioners, but bad InltruQters, and 
when-a man.thus concempsJudgement andRea- 
ſon, he makes ule of the Hysk and throws away 
the Kernel, and no,wonder then if he allone. 
gle&t all Decency and Regularity in his School, 
his defign/bring oaly Gain, and more to ſup. 
ply his;pockec, , then improve bis ſcholars un- 
derſtanding and judgement, . or gain himſc lf 
Eſteem and Repute where he live | 


But by this | ama not ſo fooliſh as to main. 


* tain; Thar Maſters ſhould communicate their 


Att fot'nothing; yet this think, that a_ maſter 
ſhould have an ___ proſpet, ra+improve 
his Teholars as well in the Theorique as Pra- 
Aique partot his Art-, asro advance his own 
Forrune'by what they beſtow upon him : Be. 


 fidesthe Art of Fencing hath ſuch an- unexhau. 


fable'Treaſure of Varieties, thar he nauſt needs 


- wedded.to his Maſters opinions, who —_ | 
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make ſome Obſervations and Improvementy 
very much to-the advantage.and tounded ali : 
--uporr ſolid groinds and moſt convincing Reg 1 
 fons: For Invention and Varicty are rwoot thy 1 
] 
( 
Fl 
| 


Hinges npon which-the' World moverh;;' and 
which with their Charms do bewirch and d 
' Inde the moſt part of 'Men, and {cing Fenciny 
is fo well furniſheo with them, } know no r« 
ſon why it ſhovld not be allowed as welF-asan 
. other Atr,o Jay'irs Biits &'ditcover its inchan 
ments, eſpecially when but few'cat go beyond 
"jc asto either bur'l know none are ' more tc 
be blamed for this thanthoſe M»ſters,/I ſhouls 
- rather ſay Pretenders to that Tile) Tam'diſ- 
ger Roe | | 
-' - For far be ir from meto tax all Maſters with 
this Ignorance and meapnels of Spirir, (eing | 
certainly know there are ſome to be found in 
theſe Iſlands, who are moſt underſtanding and 
Judicious, and who take delight-to-communi- 
” cate what they know to their Schollars ;  par- 
ticularly we have in this Kingdom.one Mr. 
Machrie, at preſent Judge and Arbitrator in 
all publick Tryallsof $kill, who is fo far from 
e — guilty of this Ommiſſon, that he ra- 
ther | may ſay; :runnerh! it pofhhle-, upon the 
 -etherextream {for which he is yery.-much to 
be commended, -and forhis way. cf Teaching 
it'is ſo methodical and 1o:conform-to theRules 
_- ef Art, and folid-diQats:ofRealun, thaz there 
LATe can 


To bit Scholar, &c. 3y 


enty cat) be nothing more cxa&, which evidently 
allq appears by the regularicy of ſuch perſons play 
Real who have been any time his Scholars 2 So that 


fr 


wichour being thought co. Complement him, [ 
4 may {ay that both for.. his Theory and, Pra- 


Rice, he may compeat with moſt 


J having more tkan once given. proof, of .the 


Latter at Sharps, , and the truth of the For- 
mer will be evident to any who: will-but take 
notice to his method of Teaching; he bath alſo 


| amongſt his other Qualifications, this advan- 


rage which manyMaſfters want, for he\js notion- 
by a great Maſter ot the Small, but alfo-under- 
andeth the Art of theBroad or Back-$word to 


 perte&tion: ſo that I have (een ſeveral Engliſh & 
| Iriſþ who prerended to be publick Gladjagars io 


batficd by him, when qut,of civility he preſen- 
red them in his School with a Cudgel,that any 
Artift wonld have. judged them to have been 
but the Scholars, and him the: Maſter, as he 
indeed was but roo mich , conſidering the 
advantage his juſt and ſmart play. bad over 
theirs: And really Sir, relating to this ſabje& [ 
am diſconrfing of, I can ſcatce give you a more 
friendly Advice, than to deſire yqu to be ac- 
quainced with him,8 if you will give your lelf 
but the trouble to communicare to him what 1 
have, and ſhall fay ro ON upon this fubjec, 1 
Joybr nor inthe leaſt Þ tlie will 3pprove of it, 
and be one of rhe firſt 'who ſhall caule obſerve 
in his School theſe Rnles I have laid _ = 


— 
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Aſſiultivg, and-allo add more of his, own; 
them,as he ſhall think fit and convenuenx.. , 
Sch. Sir, it ſeems this Maſter and'youd mat, 
very thtimate,that you give me ſo” favourable' av 
rater of bim: For I find the-generality of 'Fengi 
Mefters now @ dayes do'quitethe comrary; for infle 
of eommending their Brother  Prifefſors they do allt 
cant #9 reproach, callumniat, and leſſen their efteem| 
all-the mean and baſe methods . imaginable; wher 
i 'T pereeive you are quite of another temper ; for you 
prove only theſe who are guilty of Errors & Ommeſſwn 
but you have an efteem for, and” gives a favony. 
eharattey of ſurh who by their carriage” and; condx 
deſerve 10 be twell lokt upon antl encouraged. 


. Me. Sir, although I cannot deny, but thi 
Maſter of whom I am dilſcoutſing is. of my a 
.quaintance, yer I aſſure you there is. nothil 
of Flatery in what-I have ſaid,for I am confide 
every judicious Artiſt who knows the merhe 
. he taketh to communicate his Art, will confe 
ie fully. deſerves the Applauſe ] bays give 
bim,and upon any other account,rake thy or 
tor u,Lam no more concerned.in him than 
' any ee Prefefſor, but" 1 think every. 
oua 
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he EK Ada of 12 ghd 
obſer d this they, would nor O A) 2 
ecome tar fat 3d un on 'bu 
Pati fapcythittys or ay 
ir be ' Toth” oling! ke th 
of CO RRcatihg oy ls 4 
10 I bins theceK H&ASr Y Yet 


ITE ng y_ of teachi all be 
oft, and when a I Adbe> 
7t Ne reſo toiihld 

HR A@Y Wer theo git 
en it parch; him 4 lictle axedly £9 
&s 


"Y SIE a 
determine _ 
to EP ioſtr 


Ss we G 
ao in 


bo or F = if # 


Se 


RG Sir, it ks. my jak toe that 1 you. cannot i 
| this matter, for by what. you bave ſai 1 
u could [916,098 deal mart, 


ir,. Kellie I could, and. to Garisfie 
your curioliy, and ſhow tha [am why ws EL 
or {crupolus, 'to. diſcourſe with you f 
any-thing I know in this matter] am i 
that when, we have a fic opportunity we 
again, and whatever you propole tg 1h 


Gln pi = 


of 


the fhrore 


10ur tO 
bot for t 


ou og Oo 0 =E=H 


nw to give yoo af the ion 1n 1 | i 
n; but at+preſen cute my 
ſign to give you. ſome infalſo Buſes for or A ; 


Caulring | | 


To bit Scholar, $*: 35 


o like, which when praiſed, may make 


». you [c 


L 


ethatthe labour ard pains you have 
taken i followig this Att,'"fs nor ſo' much in 
1 Ng and to'no purpole; as yout do imagine. 


n ok ai my Heart Sir, unhLpelryy 


ar & 
SF 


a jt fo 0 well 4 ive you cats 


' Ms. wool Complement Sr is lam very ſen: 
fible tar beyond what 1 deſeryc, bur leaſt I 
Ho 6g lcoleri perhaps Fail in giyiog 

ini ro i, it, I ſballforbear att TE 
nga gpraes ere Fn to what [1 

1 u w 
hs to afy Scholar, Oo flog: rats 


To P fe ale who Bayer raken ſo and Fans 


to be ioformed; therefore 

y. Dk nothing which may a; 
nc to our dilcourſe, br tend to your fur. 
Po ment and fatisfaftion, I am 1e. 
X] vi ay you down Rules to be obſerved. 
Ty 5, in theſe following Chron: 

ance firſt. 
ONE ey i deſign by their 

r6 waine themſelves from cheir Miri 
pro ietad aps by lo-doing yrepare therolehyts 


their yublick Allaules.” 
91171: C» OO 
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36 "The Fencing Moſters Advice TY 
was. Cirewm(ſtaiice ſecond... .-/. ../ T2 
Secondly, When being wained from their Ma: 

ſters Breaſt they are roAflauit publickly againll 

ſuch who are aCtually.Stholais, or .who bav- 
ing once been” fo, cannot be Iuppoled to be. 


grcar Ramblers. ' | 644 
moerch Circumſtance Third, . 
Thirdly, Whien'they arc to Aflault piblickly 

againſt ſach who have never had 3by Art and 

theretore are' juſtly co'be ſuſpeted of Ram. 
bling. * Andy/! 5 6-7 a+ 8 ; 
o&; > Chrewmftaace Fourth,”.”*. 
>. Fourthly, W HOT HEY ate to engage with. 

Sharps for-their/Honout or Life;ot to'Afſauls” 

with Blunts fot, a” Prize, againft Perſhs they | 

are 'ribways acquainted with, not polhabe did. | 
ever fee or heat'of before. ON 
Bifbefore 1 procked to the Ros 1villeo- 
dravour to' Antwer the, firſt Que! s "you ar 
ficſt propoled'tos me, which was, what the rea- 
ſor! conld be of yout play ing the FEI (0 ex 

Fipon my breaſt, bur petformiag them, 
Irtegylarly; and to fo little pyrpole ia Aſ- 
ſotagainſt your Commicradeg nn 
In Anſwer to which, hwoul4have you know 
als. is a-muchdift>renec eehr taklog | 

4 


1, 07 playing up9n a Maſtews brealt; 

ing or pexferming the!lame Deftones | © 
pon vour Commeragg;:a$:metg{gbgwiztehd 
tencating of an cloquent>Diicourle already 
P=0- 


* 


" 


> 0 oy. gu Cos 


when, I give, you a 
.:uch. and ſach, bf of as a! 
, perform it che 


penned, andthe compoſing *of one : For as 


- this can \valy flow from.a-{olid Brain,'and a 


quick Goneept ion and Judgement, a. may 
that be dehvered by a Crakr brain fool;: void 
of all goad-Qualitics, fave.a good Memoty : 


And lo art the Leſſons playcd' by Scholars .11- 
pon a Maſters Brealt-platc, delivered forthe 


molt paxzt,' by the Rore of continual Praftice, 


'withoutialmoſt ever refleting-upon any reaſon 
.. for what:they are doing, betidesthar, the:Ma- 
_ | ler complies: with, and-homoreth them in c- 
| - very thing #hey arc co perform; 'whereas when 
.abey-ars r9iplay againſtthcir'Commerads ins 
Nead of being humored /by:them, they asthey 
-\bave.gops: reaſon, do all lyertiin their power 
; toctoly and-confound'their. de 
--00s, which;purterb ara. 1 fo by:rhcir 


{agns and moti- 


Meaſures ( for they expected:tof meet withri no 
oppoſition) that they are pur to a ſtand or ne- 
cellirat ſometimes tro ule Naturcinplace of Arr, 
and it muſt ſtill be ſo with them fo long as 
they play only by Rote, and not with Judge: 


- acute. 


Now Sir, you foay coil = FOOTY '21 
laying t9. your lelf <p may. peFiFive 

RE order you-po d @) 
hae, y0u,may 
tier, and-wih the, more grace 
and eale; 1 am lo far from rolling, YOu,! thar 


dt ofcignes humor the Molding > YOUNAL are & waFing 
| {0 


# % v 14» * 49) J ws, 
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To by Scholar, &c. 37. 


38 The Fencing Mefters Advice 
ſo that ſtrictly ſpeaking, you conform your 
ſelf and are reftrifted ro my Judgement, and| . 
do nor follow your own, whereas when you 
y againſt any of your Commnerads they be- 


ave honey with yqu : For you find 
they do all rhey can to countera@t and croſs 
." your deſigns, which is che reaſon' you (can . 
[carcely play any one Leſſon upon them with- 
ur being leſs or more interrupted/in the rk 
rming of ir:' So being by this made fenfible| . 
of the yaſt difference there is betwixe takirig of | | 
a Leffon and Affaulting, it will: be ty my oþi- 
nion no hard matter tor you to contlade upon 
the reaſon of your having luch bad ſuccels'in 
your ordinary Aſaulis, to remedy which | 
_ "ſhall therefore give you Rulers to be obleryed 
in'chis firſt Circumſtance. 


RULES 40 be Obſerved in the firſt Cirz 
cumſtance. 
| RULE rt. NP 

. Firfl, No Scholar ( according tothe Laws | 
aye ſet down for Schools) being allowed under 
x moriths'teaching to. Aſſault in publick, | 

0 polizively alſo bind him up for the fir 
three months of thoſe fix, from avy praftice 
whatſoever, ' except what he ſhall ac' ire by 
playing upon his Maſters breaſt,or by Parrying 
of Thraſtinga plain Thrift upon any of bi 
Commerags at the wall. 
RULE 


- - 


El + 


| Forrag $ ro ply. 


great Stretghes of c 


| bio cr wks, RAG ar, 
cr, yy ye qoily ale prac 
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' | he, ta, 79 


rote bi roles y 3 TY [ a)low him 
 befides e rakitg of his Leſſons, to praQice 
privace y (that ibto ſay, any time except fe ao 


the publick Afiuling days.) wich 'any of h 


Comer ds, 3nd therefore to thatend Ia 


' vile him; 


thidh, To ctkeck ho E A fuch of his Con. 
agpint = he knows will nor 


her cro > ur humoyr him in ſome,and 


Fa c Mint m- ot rake his Mationsor | ons; 
For i: ne ao ether croft at, firſt, it mighe 


him;undoing more in one day 


re {p 
Bi BY could repair in ix. 


ULE 
Fourtbly,. Ia bis three lf nom tit vatec 
fad he ſhould keep clols to the 


b . been, taught him by his Maſter, doing 


m all with as good a, Grace, and with 
c Body and Limbs as boſf- 


MY 


e, alwayes polorming ther, with 
. nd going throw with them ; For whet 
lant at firſt, is vp 


certainly come to 


Now if this method be > obſerved,he 
will not only in theſe three laſt moachs be con- 
firmed in the Leſſons have been taught him, 
but it will alſo make him fira upon — 


= waa, noe 


40 The Fencing Maſters Advice 


fix for his. publick. Aſſaulrs gr. che-rirge apyoin- 
.ted, and if this do, it cor, [aflare 5 e may 
Aiſpar of ever coming any great lengah nt 

"qo di 
poſicion, and 1f At the end of them, he. hath 


"TEE. 


"hay 
"for jt- © 00. 
51 It is true by dias Pratice of'many yeats 
*; tnati ray in ſome _meaſtire force Narure, 
| 4: bi ke 2 moreconfilerable Advarice, then 
{9 Reaton cult have'been expe,” bur this 
Is gor.ro He," truſteF to, therefore '3ecording to 
the Abtlvance an! Improvementiwiiich a man 
hath plycd it clot&y9©tbTet fn Judge of 
dIrcre 
wards f yer it Ydlfoto be obforyed and /inſs 
and nrigigs nodd Syget 2 Dhl oor m be 
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To his Scholav, &c. 4t 


yery well worth noticing} that's man will 
make a greater Adyancs; 1n the firlt fix months, 
then he will do in the next cight or ten, and 
he will alſo, improve more in.chat nixr.cight or 
ren, then he will do in, two years thereafter, 
and the Reaſon is, becauſe herwixt Nature 
and Art there is a (cnſible difference which. is 
very perceprable, bur ance Dying eNteFofhits 
Territories, the way, becomics. ſo deep, ;and 
there ace ſuch Labatinths of Invention and 
Variety in it, that a, man: advances but like a 
ſnail, yery ([wly, burſecurely, let no man 
then dilpair although after having made a 
great. Progreſs in the firſt ſix months, he do 
not .findithe (ate proportigy oblcryed after- 
wards, fot I aſſure him_that_alchongh it be (o 
yery-lirtle chat it is almoſt, imaperceprable, yer 
nowithſtandivg of chat he. is alwiſe advancing 
1nd improving to the better, therefore ler 
him take Courage andperſiſt in his Prattice, 
and at laſt he will not fail to atrain to a conſji- 
derable , degee of that perfeftion he ſo much 
aimed -ar,-and for which he was at (o friuch 
expences and toilz bur lhave' inſiſted to long 
p #3 7 , 


upon this. 


"RULES toht Obſerved inthe ſecond Cits 
\ Ia oe £23 1 's cymltagce.” | $1 T7 
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;. Having according to my farmer DiceAions 
(by yqus.,.erivato. Prattice) , coofirmed: xr 
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The F encing.- Maſters Advice 
ſelf in your Leffobs and prepared your ſclf fe 


publick Afſaulring; you muſt now ſieer youth, 
courſe another way; and 25 a $killful Pilote be} 


prepated to ſtand out againſt avy ſtorm! vc 
may mect with, for as in your private Praftce 
your play was bur Jooles 8 you did mect with 
little oppoſir1 Ion, ſo ngw it mult be mote cla 
and ſecure, ar ay you muſt expeftro meer wi 
all the oppoſnion imaginable _, fer 
that you "Way in fuchaCl «cyroſtare beh " 
your ſelf the bar, F will fitft © giv 

general Roles, which muſt und ipoladen 
' made nſe of ppon all occaſions, an 
perſons Ghar! ocver, whither WEilttal & or i ng: 


rant. or when you 4r6 tro ergage with' Blu my 
or Sharps ; and then proceed to the Rules | 


which. do more particularly relate to this {e- 
cond Circumſtance. 


Fuft G eneral RULE. 


kit, As you are SM alto one. bend, hy pre. 


vere, 2s much as pofhble all Looks and Jeff 
in your. (elf, ahi may any wayes tend to the 


| - iſcovering of your deſigns: So vpon the other, | 


muſt conſid Age TiEm the perſon you are 
4 > crignge fee cpanh, 1 


hs if you can draw any| 


bſervation, cither Fow his Carriage. and. Je- 

q Te Colne a4 his may heal 

b inthetirne you are Ko may bes 1 
# you once a lictle accuſiom your {elf to it. 


—.. = — — © —  _— — 


] 
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To bis Scholar, &c. TY : 
f ſo} Now by this you will reap a grext adyan- 
/0ulF rape : For if you perceive Fury and FOnnges: 
e ti neſs-in his Carriage of Looks, then you! Y. 
YOut in all probability expeCt a_vigotous Attaque, 
tic] ypon the contraty it you perceive. a Col; 

vith} or Remiſneſs in his Aﬀtions, or contethi in bis 
Jokſ:Countenance, then if he be an Arciſt,you'rnay 
vithl expeR a-vety regular Kind of play from Hijt 

oref bur it ignorant, then he will probably aye 
ave} neicher Heart nor Hand © perforry aty thitly 
twol wich cither Life or Vigoir let ic be nevi 
/ bel (rary ro. Art; and therefore in ſuch A 
all] wilt noe find ir very difictlt to oppoſe HH thi 
nol ſter big: So by thoſe Obſetvariotis Fou th 
min a matſher prepare your {clf, abd in Bic 
es]- meaſure conf vrm- your play to what you ſhall 
ſe-| expeR from him, which is no ſrnalt Adiah- 
tage, eſpecially it you are ro engage for your 


IC. 

| Irs crue it may be objefted, That go Mah 
xe] upon all occaſions can obſerve. this Rule, be- 
re] Ealaſe in a ſudden encountet a Man hath ſ te 
the] any more time allowed him, than whiat | 
er,| ſhall rake to preſent his Sword ; and it caringe 
re] - be cxpeAed that in fo ſhort a time he can dra 
ny | - any conſiderable obſervation from a. pet 

ſe-| Jeſture ot  Countenance, whoth perhiaps He 
al-{ did never hear of, not (ec before, 
© 1 indetd eontels it is formewhiar difficult for 
lach who are bur Novices ig this Art, to reap 


44 The Fencing-Mafters Advice 


wpon ſuch an oecafion-any advantage by itÞpt 
A perſons who, have becn accuſtomed to 

I: with People -of- different humors- and 
play. if-they will pt: ie their buſineſs a little, 


they will.io a very ſhort time become fo expert] 
ig.it(for.cuſtom inthis, as in all other things 


will prove a lecond-Nature ) that eyen-at the 
very. firſt or ſecond view they will - diſcover 
ſomething : And it is to be obleryed that eyety 
Man when be quarrells jn an Encounter ſhould 
a e yery drawing, of. his Sword, jump five 
ards (if he have ſomuch ground) trom 
bis yerlary, to prevent being ſurprized by 
any unexpe cd motion he may ' make. upon 
him, and in the time he is doing this, and ad- 
vari OG Again npon his Guard, he may always 
me obſervation which may tend 'to his 
advange let it be neyer lo ſmall or inconlſi- 
derable. 

Allo People ſeleom quarrel but there is ſome 
dileourſe or words. exchanged, ; before they 
come to: draw upon other : Now-if the perſon 
youare like to quarrel with be:one whom you 
Enow,, then by the charafter he bath, or by 
what you 'know:ot him already your ſelf, = 

ay. judge what, is reaſonably ta be expected 
nim,; bur if he be. alrogether a. Stxan 7 

ai FN then allo i n the very time RPUALPGt 
cout fog,dr | py ay picking the re ea 


: 
2s 


OS OI re Oe XX x _*' 


we ſome. x09 PRICE which may 
Ns pres . prove 


26-1 ! ” F 
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Tobi Sebolar, &c. 45 
prove advantagious how little loever'it be :; $o 


| rofthat this objeftion hath not ſuch force wich ic 


and 
tle, 
"ere 


88, 
the 


as it ſeerns to have at firſt, yiew, and before. ar 
be a little -4pore narrowly. conſidered; . and- 
therefore jn my opinion. ſhould have no-ſuch 
influence upon any Maa as tocauſe hin neglet 
the obſervation of what may be lo beneficial- 

and uſcful tohim X »1ghroyhtl 0 


** Second General RULE ., , ,". 
The. Secoadis, That you never ſuffer the per- 

ſon you arc engaged againſt, ro make too: fall 
a puriute. upon you 2; Iknow it is (carcelppoſſh. 
ble to hipder a Man to purſue; who is'tfuly're« 
(olved to da itz but my mcaning is;thar 
not buragr his purſue roomuch, by-cicker alxo«» 
gether quyzjnga balt Parſute (which. you ſhopld: 
tor the moſt part make ule of till you it 
iato'a rv one): or by, breaking too much his 
meaſure, which iscommonly called loofingof 
ground, or a too Frequent uſe of cies tt 
| ill habir, ſo that he 6an-. 
nat withbut difficulty forbeat them'whic jc 
would; \and* allo makath His Adverfary.t 2 
brisker,& cnaourages himrotmtinuc hisPar:- 
ſure withthe mare violehcthnd furry when he 
finds he-js gives lo muth-ii&yxo:And itsalla. 
cenerally 9blerved thartht who's the'by 
Parka £.hath moſt commontythe bertcr Fir, 
elpecially it both partics be alike dexterous & 
cqually 


both give 4 mi#n an 


The Fri Maſters Advice 


quall Wakes of the Parrade, bur this ob, 
eration oth not alwiſehoſd good , alrh 

"deny bur ifs tan make a vigor | 
Bn or luRed {6 with Judgernehr as that” 
he eqn upob, a'ſnddey alter it into a TatGcte 
will cldotn find any grear perjudice by ir, and 
it is por/that yety atconnt | recommend the 
ting of it by a halt Porlute” in a mans 
Adverſary as much as is poflible, for to make 
a full Purſure without having a fair opporiu- 


DRY, we were but to play at random, and expoſe 
ones {cit 


to oats contretemps and cx- 
d Thruſts; atid'fo render Att aliogcther 
in'e&Rual. Therefore! the only ednd rea: 
onable Method: rv preventaniy of thele Ja g- 
cxo6us extreams, is to make ule of a brisk” 
dium or halt' Purture;,' which you may act 
a pleaſure, or as you ſhall be por ro'2'pinch, 


 Particuler R L ES for 'the ſecond 
Circuty ance. 


wing by thele | tro General Rules layed 4 


ſolid Foundation , to: be uſed again} all Hu- 
Co Ferfos wharloever, | ball now pro- 


o thoſe which: rc = dag Ve wplaers tly to 
ns And, +) 


p PL. - 1 TOTS 
y. DcIng to l KK1Y, and Ve 

by ed your| (c}: urif urn © the! bY 
ph 


glty your Amps being there alf 
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To bis Scholar, &c. 47 


him wich your Fluret as Your Maſter fhall have: 


you; with as good a gtatc as po | 
then- put your jelt into what droge 


Gard you intend co play from, 'bding ſure to / 
;Jdo-b{xh withour your Adyeifarys mature, lealt- 
[he fhould rprize your withany ladden' or  Uin+ 


rxpsQteg mocian. 
RULE 2 eh 
Secondly, Being chius' oe your Guard and 
elolved! to' make ſorne Atteropr, bere 'be-" 
fore'-you do: itt confider whe comrarys he 
nay make b of, ##inſt the Leſſons"where. 
witty you del Grier to attaqae him,  thar ſo'Foit 
Wy pre em rs "man Who begitis any ' 
Purfute without chis! confideration Mt 
hinwlelt to inevitable Hafard and d 


"Cannot iſuſtrare hae 


TE Tio 's Cam hes, 
ul ich*Garne although ic differ yaltly. 9M 
encing, as.to the particular manner. cf cxe 
curing ics defignes, yer the reaſan upon w vie 
boch their execuripe. parts-are g $rouhg d is 
wry lame, for as BER me no underſtag= 


ling player will 6 Pann ot His inen. 
Wi m hath fi firſt p.m he or three at 
wo) 


the ſtroaks, 4c His Adverſaty can 


Toe 


again him; ould make' ſuch or 
that" Fd bore the better 
own men, Lad Kapge the. 


” oJ12. 


. 
A 


48; - i [The "TO 2b r117's 6 

king of his Adverlatys, it he opon the other 
hand” be- not fully 'as eircumſpe& 20-idetend 
them; /' So in Fencing although it'tbe ay quick 
and'aQtive an excertiſe as 'the other'is # flow 
and: tedious but moſt*diverting Gamb,” yer 


notwithſtanding of the {wifcnelſs it. requireth 


there is an abloluce mecefliryrforevery man be- 
fore, "fy i0 an attagin, firſt {{togonGdrr 
what he.isto do himfclf, and then, what con- 
tratyv&bys Adverſary -can uſe againſtbim, and 
if he zegle&t this, whatever he doth. is but at 
random, ad he .can never expect it, caty (uc- 


ceed, unleſs i it be, by meer. hazard and chance, 


whet casit he did conlider.or- f " the Proverb 


is) - betpre he : leapy 1 would oply.i9.4 


manner # dic his o n ruine,bur alſo make | 
the i ifhcult fo jEE 'Fdvertary ns poſe 
his nd defend hanſelt,and As OR 
corifi K ar rok attaque rridy wieet 
with, te ſhould theti ve ofa th 
it df "nothing, RO he already knows 
what.1n reaſbn may 541 | "Y. 
"Feras @j an old and. wiſe maxime. an; 
Cru ang, Expericnced.C enGals py, 


Coupcil $ fore oy 


th Seek JNT LE) 
ek BN ers to It e kk 


what 


kw. Dc. aw Ks De *- 


To his Sebolar, &c. 49 
what contrarys his Adverſaty may ule againſt 
his'purſute, but when once he is engaged, he 
ſhould overſee rhem, 'that is not be dilcourag< 
ed; bur go boldly foreward a8 if there were no 
ſuch thing as bazard or danger to oppale hit. 
RULE: 3 | 
' Thiedly, Having reſolved upori the Leſſon 
you intend to make uſe of, (of which you may 
find a great variery in my Book intituled che: 
Seots Fencing' Maſter.) immediately approach u- 
pon -him with the halt purſure of it to try 


..| how he receives you, if you find him give way 


by retiring; then by redonbling continue your 
perſure, and change ir-intoa true one, having 
alwiſe a ſpecial care that he take nor time u_ 
on” you, when you are in the heat of vour 
urſure for perhaps ic may be upon that deſigne 
thar he breaks your' meaſure a little ar firſt, 
therefore have a care of ir; bur upon the con- 
trary it you cirher find bim ſtand fixed tn re- 
ceiye you,or approach and meet you alto with 
x Purſute, then notwithſtanding of your conti. 
nuing your half Purlute {for remember tro 
give alwiſc as little way-as poſſible) have yout 
arrade ſtill in readineſs that in.an inftant you 
nay defend your {elf-when he ſhall pur'you ro 
it, :that is when:you, petceive he will be ar you, 
although: he ſhould do it wich the hazard of a 
Thruſt; Therefore! when you: find him prets 
{hard home, take your ſclt to the defenſive 
arf 


__ n_ — 
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Part, and breaking his meaſure a litcle anſwer 
him wich Thruſts ſmartly given from the Re- 


ſooſt ; and if you perform this neatly you will 


find he will have bur-a ſmall, if any advancage 
at all, by his ſo ventorious a Purſue. 


KC IEL!E, 4 
Fourthly, Whatever part you take your ſelf 


to, whither defenſive or offenſive, perform it 


alwiſe patiently and with Judgement, but with 
all che Lite, ſmartneſs, and vigour imagin- 


able, and ſeing (according to the Laws for: 


Schools ) you are to play no longer than till 
the three firſt fair Thrults be giyen or received, 
I would advice you when you are once confir» 
med in yourLeſſons,and well accuſtumed with 
Aſſuulcing,to play as carneſtly and concernedly 
for cthem,as if your Credic and Reputation lay 
at ſtake,and by doing this you will find a great 
advantage, for it will accaſtom - you 1o the 
true play with Sharps, which 1s all doncin a 
bruſh, and like T hunder .and Lightning is 
quick and {mart for the time, bur {oon over, 
making a deficion of the quarrel by the vittory 
given to one or other of the Partys. 


RULES x. 

Fifthly, I would advice you not to uſe al- 
wilc one Mcthod of play, for by ſo doing a 
man it he be any ways attentive, will after 
three or four times Afſaulcing with.you, dil- 

| | covcr 
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near conjeRure what ns you are to run u- 
pon, and ſo make itche more cafie for him to 
oppoſe you; therefore ule one day point or{diſ- 
egaged play, another day Bincing, a third 
Commanding or Paſling, I do noc mean that 
you' ſhould ute' thoſe days nothing elſe bar one 
kind of Leflon, - bur that upon the day you in. 
tend to uſe point play, your play may run 
moſtly upon that, although you intermix italſo 
with other kind of Leſſons, ſo when you intend 
to'play from Binding, you may uſe ſome paſ- 
ling, commandings, or other Leflons, alchough 
your play for that day run moſt upon binding, 
the othet Leſſons being bur uſed be the by as ic 
were, to make ir take the more cfttet; And 
thus obſerving no ſer form, you will make ir 
a great dale more difficult for your Adverſary 
to-conjeRure and find our what you would be 
«, or by what Method = reſolve ro attaque 
him, then it you ſhould make a conſtant re- 
petition 'of -the ſame Leſfonsz; Bur this Rule 
1s chiefly to 'be obſerved when you play fre. 
quently againſt one perſon, | 
hey FKULE & 
 Sixtbly, As 1] have adviced you when you play 
oft againſt one Perſon,ro alcer your Mcthod of 
play, rhe berter to prevent his knowing whar 
Leflons youate ropurſue him with,ſoisitnole(s 
deceſſar for you if you intend to be a greatPro- 
D 2  ficiear 


yer {o much by it, as will make him very 
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ficient in this: Art, co, change the,Perſons you 
ate to. A{laulc againſt, therefore I deſire, that 
you may. accuſtome your (elt ro play with all] yje xc 
kinds of People, for nothing gives a maa.mare[;aq;.. 
the Judgement of this Arty and Improyes him}. 
better. then continual Praftice, with yaricty, of 
Humours,this makes him to know all Mcchody] 
of play, to be acquainted with, all. confticutjons] «; 
of Ignorants and-Ramblers, to, acquire. a ;g&-I-fai 
ncral and uniyerſal defence, and conſequently]: 
to be prepared againſt all Encounters, whereasif| 
heAſault conſtantly. againſt one or cwo perſons]. 
they com= tounderſtand others play fo well,that| | 
the one knows almolt what Contrarys t0 4 
uſe of, before the other hath well . begune hs] - 
Purſute, and therefore it is ,impoſſible ſuch ipri 
Perſons .can,, .ever make that improvement | 
which they certainly weuld, were there-Prac-| 
tice more univerſal, - and not {o reſtrited to}. 
the particular humors- of perhaps but ewo ot] - 
three Scholars. % rac '2 mill: 
_ © And here Icannot omir to ſhow the folly}: 
of ſuch-njce youngGentlemen who will neither 
take a Leſſon but in Private.nor Affaulrit any 
be in the Room ſaye the Perſoragainſt whom | ' 
they are to Play, as if forloarhit-were'a reflet: | 
on upon.them to be {cen receiyetheir Leſſon, | Tot 
or a diſparadgetnent ro.them, 40 he thoaght to | * 
ſtand. in need of Aflaulting to improve theme | ' 
ſelyesand.ycr theſe ſame nice Sparks whocan- 


notcr 
will 


nor 
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notcndure'to bethought. ignorantof any thing» 
will have confidence enough,and make'no ſcru” 
ple to goto a publick Ball, and bunglea Cour” 
rant,; Minueror-Scors meaſure,/ before a great 
many fine Lad ys,perhaps of-the beſt quality of 
the wr, ma Ithink cannor but refle& 
a.great daleraore upon their” Impudence, then 
either their publick taking of a Leſlotvor Al- 
faiileing can 'do upon” their Ignorance; eſpeci- 
ally when it is:done: before: Perſons who have 
lo much Reafoncas to confider'that'no man is 
born an” Artift;' and that he muſt in all other 
things as well as Fencing,cither (aftesInſtouRion 
or remain in Ignorance; beſides if ſuch Perſons 
knew thar it iggripofſible for them with ſuch 
priyate Pratitegeyerto make any confilerable 
advance inubisAr; Fam fully perſwaded they 
would apply:themſclves moreto publick : For 
Fencing is 3h'Att 'which depends mixifily upon 
Praftice; andawho ever thinks to #cquite it arty 
ocher way,is Haflure him mightily miſtake, 
and- the more a" man praftite'and with the 
more diftererie-humors, ſo much'the berter 
for him, {& that: ler the greateſt 'Artiſt inthe 
World forbear:-bue' the Pra iceof'"it for ' a 
twelye month, -alchough 1 confeſs he ean never 
loſsthe- Judgement he hath acquired; yet he 
'will certainlywhen he cometh to prattice again, 
find his Body and! Limbs ſtiffer, and'his Hand 
and: motions both _ Detonce and Offence, 
3 RCi + 
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neither ſo exaQ, nor by fario-{wift, as if hef af 
had been 1g a continual Prattice, | mean n in 
leaſt oncea- Week or Fortnight , theretorel| m 
would gladly adviſe ſuch perſons both for.theif bi 
own advantage. and publick encouragement] gr 
of the-Atrt , to. lay aſide {uch fhallow and 
and nice Fancys,and with a; firm-reſolutionap- 
ply themſelvesto the morefollidPraftice'of nj, 
and let them take my word for'it, they will af ,, 
laſt find the: benefic of this my. Advice, 'and} j; 
confeſs it 1s-not-ſo much robe contemned, a}. 
perhaps they at preſent in the opinion they}, 
are of, 11agm. 12s Io 
.' Seventhly, Although Binding be certainly tlic], 
ohly trueſt play a man can make'uſe of, yer [],, 
would: not haye you quit roo'\foon' your point ly 
play for. itz -becaule it is-poinophy which muſt] ,| 
make your. Body and Wreſt;and give you v+[, 
-ricty of play, and therefore your publick-Al- 
faults being ar firſt as much to improve your 
Art, as offend your Adverlary, 1 adviſe you 
for the firſt three or four months of it to play 
more: upon the variety of Leflons; then upon | !* 
_ binding, and uſe it but nowand-then until you | 
, find your felt confiderably Mafter of the ocher pl 
\.Leflons, -and. when you can play' aty of them 
with caſe and at Pleaſure,then take your (clfto j* 
' Binding, and the —mnayaatin en pK 
make your {elf-alſo Maſtcr of thern; whech! - 
aſluce}* 
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hef aſſure you will be no ſmall rask, for in perform- 
atſing of them there is nor only required Judge- 
-1| ment and a conſiderable Force and Strength, 
if but alſo the moſt extraordinary {wittnc!s, and 
a greateſt agility immaginable. 
RULE 8. 

Pi Eightly, When ever you mect with a perſon 
",t wholc play runnceth moſtly upon Binding, do 
U net (unlels you think your Binding will maſter 
id his)ſo much endeavour to crols him by Coun- 
#}ter-binding, as-by (lipping him, and keeping 
Th diſengaged poim : For this is a contrary 

which will very oft /rake again? \uch kind of 
play, alchough. I confeſs it can never be ſo (e- 
cure as Counter: binding,and cheretore all con- 
traries muſt in all Encounters (but particular- 
ly at Sharps) give place to ir, but it is School- 
play 1 am nowdiſcourſing of, and therefore 
point 'or diſengaged play in ſuch a caſe may 
with the more confidence be ventured upon. 


RULE 9. 

Nintbly, As againſt Binding in School-play, 
you may ſafely keep a diſengaged point, and 
make nlec of point play : So againſt all point 
play whatſoever, there are no ſuch Contraries 
nthe World'as Binding and the Contre- cavea- 
lng-Parrade: for ( if {wiftly and dexterouſly 
Ftformed)they not only engage the moſt quick 
and moving point imaginable,but alſo croſsand 
puta ſtop to the execution of any Leſſon _ 
ocyer 
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ſoever, fo that point or dilengag*d\ play-may{® 
as | have ſaid a a ———C Bindingand 
the Contercaveating Parrad,: bur-Binding and} ® 
the Contercaveating Parrad are the only ſure|"! 
and ivfallible contrarys, to all: point play that ic 
eirher 1s, or eyer will be myented. ga 


,\,.4 2A ULY-20: | 

Tenthly, T ſhall clole theſe Rules for the {c 
cond Circamſtance, with ewo obſervations, | , 
which if well conſidered and Pra&tiſed with 7 
Judgement, will be found moſt uſeful; And}, 
the Firſt js, That when eyer you find a man de |, 
{ignedly give an open , or voluntarly diſcover 
any part of his Body to-youto thruſt at, with- 
out being forced to it, youſhould immediatly 
conclude it is done out of.a | delign to trappan Þ 7 
8 catch you upon the Reſpoſt,ityou ſhould of-] .. 
ter a home plain Thruſt at that parr which he] 1 
dilcovers to you; therefore when ſuch an Op: ,1 
portunity is given you , you muſt not , unlels| |; 
you have a very {wift hand offer to take it, I ,, 
but are cither to force an open in another peace, Q1 
or otherwiſe to attaque it with a Feine. The 
is, that a man ſhould alwiſe contorm both his 
Purlute and Parrade as much as poſſible, rothe 
Art and Adroitnelg of his Adverſary. For Ex- 
ample, it you are to Aſſaylt..againſt one wha | <. 
js extreamly Adroit and Skillful, and who | q 
hath a "Wy {wift hand, yoy would not only | |, 
take head. how you Purluc him, b,t. allo 


. 


make 
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make uſe of your Parrade with all the gn 
imaginable, becauſe you'are co expect that he 
will-not {lip the leaſt opportuaity you give 
him, of either taking time or anſwering yay 
from the Reſpoſt : Again if you are tvplay a- 
gainſt one who is bur an-ordinary proficient, 
ou +may both play a little more Jooſe with 
= as-to your offence, and make your-Par- 
rade flower when he Purſues you.  » ::: 
And this is what we call the Execative port of the 
Judgement of the Sword, which no Maſter what(o- 
eycr can give to any man, for ic.mulſtfiow from 
his own Underſtanding, Fancy, & Judgement, 
beingas I ſaid the gift of Nature,and although ic 
may.. be forced a little. .upon ſome people by 
good Dircttions and a continual Pradtile,. yer 
x'is-at beſt bur like. to the working of- -T1ynbes 
croſs the-Grain, or Sailing - againſt a Stream, 
all for&.work, and ir-is becauſe of thisnatur- 
all inclination and diſpoſition in (ome:pctions, 
that-we ſce them make in, a ſhort time {uchk 
great aclvances 1n any Art,. and others (o-ligtle, 
or: almoſt none at all: And ſo muchfor-this 
Circumſtance, id 1 
RULES to be obſerved inthe third }.. 
Circumſtance. EAIVETY 
It hath been the misfortune of this Arr, \be- 
cauſ2 of che impericRion of ſome,and, bad con. 
dutt of others who pretended to ir, : tobe 2rea, 
ted Ea Redicule and undervalued, by realpn of 
Ignorants baving ſometimes the better of chem, 
in 
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Afaule with Blunts,orEncounter with Sharps 
therefore it will not be amiſs, before I procced 
tothe Ruls relating to this Circumſtance, to 
explain ro you a little the Cauſe and Reaſon 
of its fo frequeutly falling out, and the rather 
becauſe it will exaftly anſwer the ſecond queſti. 
on you propoſed to me- in the beginning of our 
Diſcourſe, which was,why my old Scholars be. 
haved ſo well againſt Ignorants and Ramblers 
and my young, particularly your ſelf had (6 
lictle ſucceſs in any thing you attemped againſt 
them, -indoing which J ſhall be as plain and 
impattial as poſhble. 

Sch. Sir, you have now hitt the Nail on the 
bead, for this I confeſs' is my great Scruple, which 1 
eamot reſolve my ſelf of nor give a reaſon for it, and 1 
was wffreid thathaving delaved it ſo long, you ſhould 
bave at laſt either altogether forgot,or negleed it, but 
ſeing the threed of your Diſcourſe now leads you to this 
point, I am bopful you will enlarge a little upon it not on- 
by for my ſatisfaltion, which 'I muſt confeſs 1 long for 
extreamly, but alſo for the conviftion of many who 
for noother Reaſon, but becauſe they could never have 
this Objefion fully cleared, do forebear the pralice of 
this Art, and altogether refrain from the Schools, con- 
eluding that if they did otherwiſe , it would be but ſo 
much time loſt, and money thrown away to no purpoſe, 

Ma. Sir. It bath been all along my deſign to 
ſpeak plainly,& if 1 be nor deceived,with ſome 
w of Reaſon, and it I fail in it now, I aſſure 
you it ſhall be contrar both'ro my deſign and 
inclination ; Burt, @ proper. T he 
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The Encountering 'or Engaging with a'for- 
ward and unexpert perion at ſharps beirig the 
pointwhich will re{olve all the reſt, 1ſhall re- 
ſtrict my ſelt co diſcourſe :only of ic ,; and it I 
can'make it appear, that an ig1orant can'pre- 
tend to no advantage: againſt atrue Artiſt at 
ſharps, bur rather upon the contrary, have a 
vilible difadvanrage, then I think I'may 'con- 
clude, the point gained ,notwichſtanding of the 
bad ſucceſs many young Scholars, or pierer;d- 
ets to Att, may bavewhen :cngadged againſt 
luch perſons, and this [ ſhall cndeayourito make 
good by anſwering the following objeQion. 


i: The GRAND. OB FECTION. 

+ / Hgainſt BENCING.. +4 
FENCING, {ay ſome, can certainly be of 

no' Uſe, bur rather a Prejudice ro thoſe 
who-are'Taught it; becauſe we fee that the 
moſt parr-of Fencers when engaged with Sharps, 
are rather timerous than brisk and hardy, and 
inſtead of purluing their Adverſary or keeping 
their ground ( which any brave Man will do ) 
they borh generally take themſelves to their 
defence, and allo retireand looſe their ground; 
whereas a vigorous Naturalift ventures always 
forewards, and with his full Blows and irregu- 
lar Thruſting, puts my- poor Gentleman ſo ro 
itthat he is glad to get rid of him ar any rate , 
and it1 appearance, wcre it not more for _ 

an 
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than an-inclination eccaſioned by Art, - would 
ſhow bim-that one pair of Heels is worth: twol®1 
pair of Hands. | i 
Here is a' (winging ObjeCtion, which takerh|Þ! 
yery-:much with many unexpert and inconſ# |? 
derate-People, but-with how little zeafon will! 
appear by the following Anſwers» which1 am 
hopeful ſhall haye for much force as to-caule} tc 
{uch-perſons alter their opinions, ar leaſt toac-f oi 
knowledge that Art is:not altogether {o delpi-| n 
cable and- v{cle(s:a #hing as they would-. make} (c 
the World: believe: :!:::: ; -. O42 £51 
As.;to- the firſt: Branch of the Objcftion, f a 
waich isArtiſts being rather timerous than bar | t| 
dy. { fay it is a niiftake proceeding from the h 
want of Art, atnda Fatſe Notion or Conception t 
which.ſnch Perſons haye of true Valor; Fork [ 
if I miſtake it nor, trve Courage dothy not conf t 
{iſt in a.Fool Hardineſs, which promptsa Man 
to perform, all his Aﬀions inconſiderately; and 
arrandom, or 1n an inlmfibilicy of- danger io 
which bc, may be-cxpoled 3 But in a compoſed: 
nels of mind and firmneſs of reſolutiento yer 
ture his Perſon and,oppaſe his Enemy notwith- 
ſtandingot his hayinga4ruc-ſenſe of the hazard 
to which he is expoled «5 For that. Boldnels 
which is not regulate by Reaſon, and; perfor. 
med with Juogement,ſhould be rather: rernged 
Bryrality than Valour, and more properly be- 
longs Beaſtsthan Men, of which nothing can 


g1yc 


11d 


ws the Spirits, is. diſcovered, to the high 


ive a more evident proot than Cock-tighting, 
acre Boldnels occaſioned by the. DOR 
> degree, 


«ch (bur. neirber Reaſon nor, Judgement. dQ. accom- 
1 [9a0y it, and therefore all reaſonable Men me- 
ri1| [thinks ſhould diſown baviog any (hare in.it, 


Mm 
uſe 


. 


So when Artifts.are:taxed wich an: avetfion 
to Quarrelling ( or Cowardice as they: call:is ) 
or with a remi{neſsand coldneſs intheir Purſute 
when they do quarrel,. I would haye {ugh Per. 
ſons know. that it is not for lake:of Conrage 
that they 'uſe chat method; bur becanle they 
are by their. Reaſon and Art, made fenfible of 
the hazard they are expoſed to npon-both 
hands, firſt by afting contrary to the Laws of 
the Kingdom, and-then in venturing, their 
Perſons ;--therefore they are, more intent '\upon 
their own defence, than the ruine and; deſtru- 
ion of their Adverſary, whom they, deſign 
alſo-(if they nanſt engage) to- {ave. by, their. Ars 
as well as themlclves, unleſs there be an... une- 
vitable: neceſſity forcing them to the contrar ye 
And no other Reaſon bur this 'is,the cauſe of 
Arriſts-being ordinarly more cautious; and not 
ſo foreward and quarrelſome as generally. maa- 
ny ignoraht and -inconſiderate Perſons, are . 
which, (that co occaſion a reproach! and et y- 
ing-out againſt thera for it.) ſhould 1 think 1. 
pon the contrary far rather.cend ra theirCbm- 
mendation, and a general approying of their 

judi- 
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very good grounds for, beſides that iris fat 
mote eafie for a Man to cngage himſelf jn 4 
Quartc), chan with his Honour and a' general 


Applauſe ro acquir and-rid himſelf of n; and þ 
cherefore Ichink it can be no Refleion wpon; 


judicious and confiderat; corduft and behavi.hi 
our : For a Man being a rational” Creature, fic 
fhould certainly do nothing bur what he hath þ 


any Man, not only tobe averſe trom. quarrel ſþi 


ling-,'but "alſo ro conſider well upon what 
groundshe make one,” leaft (1: he havenor a 


very juſt cauſe) he make not only Law, but | 


perhaps an intimate Commerad his irrecon- þþ 


cileable.Enemies. 


However, I confeſs this warrineſs and cir- 
cumſpeAneſs which is enjoined to Arriſts in 
cafe of an engagement, is by many: young 
Sword Men (both to their own prejudice and 
che diladvantape of Art) ſtretched roo grear a 


length : And this leads me ta the {ſecond Branch 
of the Objetion, which is, That vigourous 
Naturaliſts with their — full Blows, 


and irregular Thruſts-do oftimes fo confound 
Artifts,that they are glad to ger rid of them at 
any'rate. | 

I ſay therefore in Anſwer to ir, That it is 
only againſt young Sword-men that ſuch per- 
ſors will have this advanrape : For although 
the Rules of Arc require a Man ro play calmly 
and 'confiderately; yet they nowayes _ 

im 


To bis Scholar, &c. 63 


wvi-bim to ſuffer the forward-and irregular Mo- 
re, fions of any Adverfary whatſocyer, without 
ah pppoling chem, bur they are only young Scho- 
fat Jarsthat know nobecter, whoare guiky of 
1 2 ſhis __ For beleive me, it thoſe per- 
ral Jons, be who they will, 'chance to engage 
ad þgainſt - one who is really'a Sword-man, (I 
on: Jay. realty a Sword-man, becauſe there are 
ek fbur roo many who-prerend to the Name that 
at Keſerve it nor) he will, I fay find himſelf as 
a fthe Proverb goes, In the wrong Cloſr, and thar 
ut the Artiſt will be ſo far from yielding his 
n- ſrround: to him, or allowing him the whole 

urſute, that he will pay him home” in his 
wn Coin, and perhaps with double, if not ri- 
ple intereſt': So that he will be ar laſt forc'd ro 


x acknowledge that Art hath in conſcience bur 
q (90 great odds of Nature, to be pur in the 
2 [ame ballance with ir. 


And as for the Third Branch or Particular, 
That it it were not more for ſhame, than an 
inclination occaſioned by Art, Artiſts would for 
the moſt part when they are engaged, rather 
tire with their back than their face towards 
their Adverſary, that is 1n ſhort, thar were ir 
, ſoot for ſhame, they would turn tail and run, 
_ Isſo frivolous and mean an imputation and 
 {:{pertion,and ſo much againſt ſenſe and reaſon, 
; IihatI chink ic not worth my while to Anſwer ir. 


Howeyer to conclude this point, I fay _= 
the 
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theawhdle; that it is ſomewhat firange tothear 
perſons of any wit or underſtanding diſcourlP 
acrths rate: For. can: it: be imagined, that h 
2 Man. who 1s-nacurcly brave ſhould imme ? 
diatly | become a Coward and Culljon, an h 
that only for having acquired a little Art, or , 
muſt Ignorance infpire a}t Men: with Courage! 
and Arr bercaverhem of ir, by a certain kind X 
of tran{migration it I may ſo ſay, infuſing 
mean and/timerous Soul, into a Body former-ſ* 
ly poſleſied by a-brave One ;” No, No, [For 
this were to: make roo raſh a concluſion, . and 
toencroach a little too much upon the juſt dis 
Qates of Reaſon, cſpecially feing it 15. moſt >, 
vident;tbat every Artiſt bath (as | proved inthe 
Sword-mans Vade-mecum”) tour undeniable ad- | 
yantages of any Naturaliſt. or unexpert Ram 
bler whatſoever, which are, Parrying of af, 
Thruſt, Planting or Adjuſting of a Thruſt, &}, 
Judgement and Iwittneſs of hand to perform &}} 
deliver it. - [.3cGt- 91600 | 
.- New atruc Artiſt baying thoſe four at com-ſ 
mand, whercin canany foreward uncxperict- 
ced Perion pretend to have the advantage ? } 
know it will be: {aid in his being able ro Con-|' 
y_—_— che! Artift, or give him Thruſt for] 

bruſt; but as for che firſt of theſe, 1 have gi-| 
yen in my Swordmans Vade metum,a clear 8 cvi- 
dent demonſtration,that it is impoffible tot any 
taaorant, unleſs ir. be by meer changego: ® - 
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ne(hath no advantage 
"Hoa Thruſt himſelf 
IL-cauſe of the Artiſts 
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And for the ſecond, grant he ſhould venture y- 
ie(but | am convinced he ean beno gteatAr: 
who givcth him that opportunicy)yer ey he 
by ic,becauſc he receiveth al- 
which if ic be with Shar 
knowing to adj ad 
in realon be expeRted to be direted and plan- 
ted in a more dangerous and mortal part of 
Body, than the ſgnorants which is given 


BY it random. 


cT- 
For 


ind 


dis 
'Itake 


$othat the very worſt the greateſt Encmics 
of Fencing can ſay of Art, (allowing a Natu- 
raliſt all the pretended adyanrages he is cap« 
able of againſt it, which can neyec ſucceed or 
againſt a true Artiſt) is, that at beſt a 
forward ignorant can be but in equal terms 
with an ordinary Artiſt, whereas upon the con- 
trary true Artiſts who are refolved to expoſe 
themſclyes a little, are not only | may ſay in 
fallibly certain of their Adyerſarics lite , if he 
beno Artiſt, for their own, which it is impoſ- 
ſible any ignorant can be; but alſo, it is ewenty 
_ but they ſave themſclves,and they have 
tkewiſe ſo much Diyertiſement by their com- 
mon School praQtice, that the pleaſure very 
far counterballances the toil ad trouble they 
bave been at toacquire ic; And ſeeing that Art 
can never be ſaid with any ground of Reaſon 


"| to be prejudicial to any nan, but upon thEcof 


ofttirnes bevcficial, arid alſo, that it isa 
Knowledges by alli0 be - wholclome Bhecets 
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for the Body,/and (o eaſily carried about ont, 
I think thisone Reaſon although thetewereng 
other ſhould be an irreſiſtable and uncontrout. 
able motive to make all perſons of what de 
pree or quality ſo eyer, to have an eſteem for 
and to tollow it. z And thus Sir I think I hawk 
ſufficiently anſwered the Queſtion ſo much 
troubled-you. | | 
Sch. Sir your Arguments I muſt confeſs are mil 
convincing, and I am now ſo far from repining , -o 
grudging at the pains I bave already been at #0 a& 
guire the little 1 have of this: Art, that I am reſolmi 
fo long as I am able either to handle a Fluret or wal 
#0 8 School, not only to follow it my ſelf, but alſo 
encouradpe and perſwad all 1am concerned in, to"mak 


3 & F 


; And one of the main reafons w 


Scholars are oftimes baffled by ſuch 
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one;} jons, is becaule.che; oh a, more. perhfire de» 
eno| {ence the, the, Art, they, bave. {pird d doch al 
outflow them, for. 2 quick 7 Rag and ſtire Par- 
"= ws E, not the fic of three cr four Poſs 
bes, [4 ul g, but... the 1s: fir & o 
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their little Act, that they can defend ſome ſg 
T cruſts, whereas the other can ſcarſly defend |; F 
any at all. And therefore I again advice al Pr 
young Scholars, or others who are not. wel 
confirmed in the detencive patt, not toſta 
dallying with any Ignorant, bur to atraque him 
immediately with a foreward and vigorous [q/ 
Purlute, but alwiſe without Rambling , and | 
accompanyd with Reaſon and Judgement, [+ 
and allo uſing the left hand for a help to their |}. 
defence, and they will find it to have a great 
deal berter ſucceſs, than the raking themſelyes 
wholly co the defence & playing rom the Re- 
ſpoſt, which they are not tully Mafters of, and 
which becauſe of their imperfe&tion in ir, not 
only expoſes them more ro the fury of their 
Adverſary, but alſo is the ground of people 
refleting upon them as being timerous, and 
not ſo hardy and bold asthey onght: Oblerve 
chereforethis Rule well, and it will not only 
be a conſidetable means to gain you the vito- | : 
ry over all ſuch perſons, bur alſo for the furare |: 
prevent giving people the occaſion 'to cha 
and reproach either Art or Artiſts with the li 
Lmperteftions and Faillures. 
EP why b E 23. ; 

r perſons who at experience 
Teycral years praftice Air themlclves cont 
derably Maſlcrs of the Parrade, 1 am ſo fax 
from adviſing them to obſerye the preceeding h 
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X |Rule, that I think they may fafcly make uſe 

If any other method they ſhall judge moſt 
-Ipropper and convenient, alchough my ſecond 

pes ( which was to make alwayes a 
is 

prov 


& half purſute) can in my opinion neyer 
eamils to them, eſpecially it accompanicd 
5 [ich the help of the lett hand to affiſt them in 
d [their defence,and make their Parrade the more 
t, Icertain ; Bur leaſt 1 ſhould be condemned for 
Il Ibeing ro ſhort in a Circumſtance which is of 
at io great import to Artiſts, I ſhall lay down 
& fone Rule more to be obſerved againſt that hu» 
& Imour of pmants, which in my opinion is 
d Ihe moſt difficulc of all others to be oppoled, 
X :nd which if rightly managed, will be allo 
yery uſctul at Sharps. | 


The moſt difficule Humour to oppoſe in any 
IGNORANT, 


I when out of a kind of Diſpair, without ha- 
ving any regard for his life, be ruſheth upon 
his Adverſary diſcharging Thruſt after Thruſt 
io a moſt irregular way, neither giving his 
Adyerſary opportunity to reſpoſt him, becauſe 
of his continued redoubling , nor ever offerin 
to defend himſelf , bur till advancing an 
thruſting ſo irregularly and out of the line, 
that it requires a great deal of skill in his Ad- 
verſary to to oppole him, as neither to receive 
Fwound for not ing,nor anexchanged _ 
ph 2 


m 


+ + 
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if he fhhuld venture at the delivering of one, | 
Now alchotoh' irbe trut that a Man muſt be} : 
ſtrangely wild ani beyond meaſure deſpcrar, 
before he can be imagined capable of -ſo fur 
ous and:deſperara-puriute; yer certainly (nch} | 
people there-are (although not many) who are 
capable of this-excravagance, | ſhould have ra| - 
cher (aid madnels,theretore to.oppole itzoblcrye, | 
_ RULE '3 | 

That'if yowericount:r with'any ſuch perſons] * 

it muſt be cither in a large ground, where you 
areat more liberty, or in a narrow bounds] 
where you 'are extremely ftraitned,and which] 
confeſs 'isthe hardeſt Circamſtance of all: Nog 
if icrbe a in large Field or Street, vou muſt ref * 
(Ive ro brezak his meaſure a little, leaſt hel 
ſhouid incl; ſe upon you ( for you are always 

to prevent that 'as'much'as potlible when you 

have bounds to do ir) until hiv firſt fury be o- 

yer, which will be after the 'diſcharge of hall 

a (core, or a d'zen of I hruſts at moſt, and 

then making uſe of your left hand to prevent 

an exchanged T hruſt, criſt your Purſace lo 25 

that you diſcharge your Thruſt when ke' is 

drawing back of his Arm to redouble another 

upon you; And this is what we call the truc 

timing of a Thruſt, which when it is (eaſona- 

bly performed will make che ſimpleſt - Leſſon 

of the Sword noton]y ſucceed again(t any Igno- 
rant, bucallo take etfc&-againit the molt par 


To bis Scholar, &e. 71 
of underſtanding Sword- men, ſcing there is 
certainly no comrary can be uſed againlt ir, 
therefore pray mark it : Now if you take this 
time exaly and deliver your Thruſt ſmart 
ly having your lefr hand ready for your de. 
Piſce you will not fail to catch him and ſave 

our ſelt, eſpecially if you make uſe of your 
Parrade deliberately : For although ſuch per- 
ſons Thruſts be very irregular, yer they are al- 
ſo very flow, and moſt commonly given all 


within the Sword , for not one Ignorant of 


ewenty can cither diſengage or thruſt aboye 


the Sword, but they thruſt all generally upon 


the inſide and low ar che belly or thighs,there- 
fore if you be not roo haſty in your Parrade, 


'and alſo obſeryethe preceeding DireQions,you 
'will find it not fo difficult a mater to _— 


and maſter him as is commonly believe 

But if it be in a narrow bounds or cloſs 
room that you are engaged againſt ſuch a per- 
ſon, ſo that there is no poſſibility to break his 
meaſure, then you muſt inſrantly after drawing 
your Sword incloſe with a halt pals upon him, 
uſing your left hand for a defence againſt an 
exchanged T hruſt in the time you are perfor- 
ming it : So that if he do not offterto go to 
the Parrade, you give him certainly a Thruſt, 
and alſo detend yo it {elf from an exchanged 
one by your left hand and it he dogo to the 
Parrade, then you _ the fairer opportunity 


4 t9 
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to command his ſword , in both which caſes 
you will till have the advantage 3 Bur this bes 
vg certainly the moſt difficult circumſtance 
a Sword man can pofhbly be cryſted with , it 
myſt therefore as | (aid be very quickly and 
{martly gone abour, that his irregularicy and 
forwardneſs, may be pur a ſtop too, and cruſh- 
&d inits yery bud and infancy, and this much 
far this circumſtance ; For to run thorow all 
the diflerent methads of purſute which may be} | 
made uſe of by every Ignorant , and to (et 
down the particular contrarics moſt propper | ; 
for cach would have no end, ( for ſo many men 41 
many different humours ;) And therefore it muſt 
be left ro eyery mans judgement , to make| 
choice of what Contraries he ſhall think maſt 
propper for his preſent neceſlicy ; bur whats l 
ve given you, is the foundation of all , and 
ground by which you muſt walk. Thercforc 
pray conſider it well, for there is here I 
you a great dale contained jn a very few lines. 


RULES to be Obſerved in the fourtb 
Circumſtance. 


Now for the foxrtb and loft Circumſtance, 
which is, when a man isro engage with ſharps 
for his Life, or Honour or to play with Blunts 
tar a prize, & whena man doth this he ſhould 
be certaiply almoſt as circumſpeRt and watry, 

, as it he were to cogage for his life, — 


Yano Bhla_-py RHO ErTASLSRY2 


his Thcaſts with as great ccrrainty and ſucceſs 


To bis Scholar , Ac, d& 


both theſe caſes falling under rhisCircumſtance; 
Jam convinced there are {uch infallibleDire&h» 
ons ſer cCown for them in my Sword Mans Vades 
mecwmthar ] cannot do berter then adyice you 
oa peruſal of ir, ſeeing all I can ſay would 
e bur a Repetition of what is moſt diſtin@+ 

y and fully ſer down in that piccc. 


But I muſt recommend to you one thing which 
| believe ] haycomirted there,which is that you 
would when the weather is good accuſtom your 
ſelf ro Aflault ſometimes in the Fields, cither 
in uneven ground,or amongſt ſtones, or where 
there is ary thing of bu ſlipperineſs,or 
uneveneſs; and this will not only teach you to 
move your Limbs warrily , but alſo give you 
the true judgement of what diſtance you ſhould 
play at in the Field , which 1 aſſure youis 
more advantagious then many do imagine, 
for let a man accuſtom himſelf co play only in 
a (ſchool, and he will find when he cometh to 
play in the Ficl's, that he will quite miſtake 

is diſtance, and think he is within reach of 
his Adverſary, when perhaps he is not within 
his meaſure, by five or (ix inches at leaſt , and 
{o all his thruſts will be ſpent jn vain ; But ac- 
cuſtoming himlelf to play now and then a- 
broad the diſtance and variety of grounds will 
become ſofamiiiar to him,that he will not only 
order his feet with as great calc', but alſo direct 
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as-if he,yete:in a Room or ordinary Fencing: 


_ » . $0 all 1 haveto add uponthis matter, 
is that you would. make it your buſine(s when 
you-come to Aſſault, roput theſe Rules i have 
given you in praCticc, according tothe lcyeral 

ircumſtances you ſball be triſted with; and if 

ou do not find them anſwer your cxpeCtation 
{providing thc fault ly not at your own door) 
then never give truſt to any thing 1 ſhall here- 
after ſay upon this ſubje&: ſo Sir it I be not de- 
ceived I have both performed what you expeQ- 
£d,& what lat firſt promiled, which was to lay 
you down infallible Rules for Aflaulting, the 
Obſervation of which ſhould make you con- 
fels , that the Expenſes and time you have 
ſpenr upon this, Exerciſe, is not altogether loſt, 
and ſo much in yain, and to no purpoſe, as 
'you did imagine. 

Sch. Sir, I do confeſs you bave beyond expedation 
ſatisfied my couriofity, and it ſhall be very much con- 
 fFrarie to 1.1y inclination , if in my praflice I make not 
ſome conſiderable improvement by what you have taught 
me;But before we part | muſt beg leave.to put you tothe 
trouble of reſolving me one Dueſtion more which becauſe 
relating to this ſubjet, | would gladly bave cleared, 


Ma. Alchough Sir it be now drawing near 
to the hour I appointed to meet ſome Gentle- 
men in the Tavern, who are tocnter my (cho- 
lars by the great, yet lecing you lay you bye 

ul 
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but ohne Queſtion more to-ask-me , I cannot 
think it will take up ſo very much'tme , but 
that I may ( rather chen dxloblige you -) ven. 
ture ro delay my meeting, at lealt. ſo; long.,un- 
11 give you ſome + (atistaftion init ; And 
therefore Sir, pray -what is it ? 

Sch. This Sir I confeſs is #be bight of complaiſance 
in you, but a great dale of rudeneſs in me, thus ta in- 
terruept your appointment z | bowever , leaſt I may not 
have ſuch a convenient opportunity $0 diſcourſe with 
jou another time, 1 am ſatisfied to enerogeb a little at 
preſent upon the Rules of Givility , that -my caoridfutie 
in this point may be ſatisfied. 

The 2VES$'1 10 N. 

Tou know Sir, in your Laws for Fencing Sebools, 
you ſaid it would not be amiſs (' for the greater encou- 
ragement of Art, and improvement of Scholars) that 
once a year there were a Prizeto be played for publick- 
ly ; I defire therefore to know what methods you would 
take to have ſuch a thing performed decemly , and 
without debate or confuſion ? 

Mea. If this Sir be all, it is very eaſily an- 
ſwered, for Firſt , I would have halt a dozen, 
or halt a ſcore Gemlemen, ( it is true, there 
are ſome in this Kingdom, who have been ſo 
generous- as to dy aiready- what | am going to 
propoſc;but what I am to ſet down,although it 
be-fairly begun in thisCountry, yer it, will both 
prove uſeful ro them, and:1as a Direory for 
the: Youth of ther Kingdoms , to know what 
methods 
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methods ſhould betaken, when they ſhall de- 
fign any (uch thing t ) Theretore abſtraQting 
from what is already done here ( {or this is a 
ral propoſal Iam making,) 1 ſay I would 
ve half a dozen or half a icore Gentlemen 
who underſtand the Art , ro ereCt them(clves 
into a Society or Company, ( which ſhuuld be 
called che Company or Society of Sword-men) 
and to oblidge themſelves by a Contra to 
have once a yeara genetal Mecting, upon ſuch 
a day, inluch a place, and at ſuch an hour, 
and to carricat that Meeting ſuch a Badge, as 
ſhall be agreed upon, and ſpecified in the Con- 
tra, at the Subſcription of which cach ſhould 
conſigne ſo much as ſhall be agreed upon, which 
they are to forcfault Toties Quoties in cale of 
failic : As alſo, they ſhould oblidge themalelves 
to obey what Laws and At ſhall be made by 
the Society at thoſe general Mectings, under 
the Penalty of being degraded , and having 
their names with diſgrace ex punged out of the 
$cciety Roll, 


2. 
Secondly, They ſhould choiſe a I reaſurer in 
whoſe hands the money is to be conſigned, 
and who isto be accountable tor ir, and only 
to diſpole of it as he ſhall be ordered dy the 
Society at thoſe general Meeting, or by a 
Commirte which ſhall be appointed by them ; 
As alſo they ſhould appoifit one who 1s - Of- 
ClatC 
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-|ficiat as Clerk, and record every thing ſha 


be agreed upan. in thoſe Meetings. 


Thirdly They ould impower a Commitre 
of their number to receiye ſuch imo the Society 
as they ſhall judge ſufficiently qualified (none 
being ro be admitted but ſuch who have been 
Scholars) who at their Reception and Subſcri 
tion of che ContraR, are alſo to conſigne {0 
much as ſhall be appointed by the Socicry 
( which ſhould be done by way of an A ) 
in the hands of the Treaſurer, as a pledge fot 
their obſerving the yearly Mecting- and other 
Clauſes ſpecified in the Contra, at the de- 
livery of which, they ſhould receive their 
Ticker from the Clerk, bearing the Badge of 
the Socicty,and declaringrthat upon ſuch a day 
in ſuch a year they were admitted to it, for 
which they ſhould gratific him. 


4- 

Foxrthly, The day prefixed in the Contra 

for the general Meeting being come, and all 

being conveened at the hour and place appoint- 

ed, the firſt ng ep ſhould do, is roorder 

the Clerk to ask their Yotes who ſhall preceed 
for that year. 


Fifeblv, T he Precident being choſen, he 
ſhall nexc order the Clerk tocall the Rolls or 
Names of the whajje Soctty, and to mk 

| « thoſe 
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thoſe who are abſtnt,,and all who.ſhall.be abs 
ſent, or ſhall appeav' without ;cheir' Badges, 
ſhall be declared by the Votes of thoſe prelent, 
tochave forctaulted their Confignation. mony, 
which was impignorat. as a pledge fur their 
keeping that publick. Mecting, and which ſhall 
be ordered to be diſpurſea by the. Treaſurer 
for dcfraying (o far as-/it-will go, the charges 
of a Collation, wbich ſhould be alwiſe proyid- 
ed upon that day:for thoſe, who are conveencd, 
and wharſhall be .oyer, and aboye myſt: be c: 
qually payed by the Company preſcnt. | 
G. , 
$ixibly, T he abſents and thoſe whowantiheir 
Badges being fined , they ſhould next cor 
Ger it't)1ey wil pat out any Prize ro be play- 
cd for that year, if: it be carried by the ply 
rality ot Votes, thar there ſha);T hen tchey'art 
to relolve of what Specics it ſhall be, as whither 
a Sword a peice of Plate, or what clic they 
ſhall :chink' firt, as alſo .of what valoe:: and 
tpon'what day, and in what place 41 ſhall be 
begune to be played for, 'all which chould-be 
carefully matked dawn by the Clerk, arid then 
.evcry_ onr ſhall-give:iri his Proportion for che 
Prize to the Treaſurer, who under a -pepalty 
ſhall be oblidged to have it ready againſt fuch 
a day as thail be! appointed, which fhauk) be 
ac-leaft a fortnight before the day relplved 1- 
+pon for beginomng the Solemanity ; leaſt 46c-$0- 
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ciety ſhould mcet with a diſappoinerment,. and 
be reflefted upon for not having the Prize in 
readineſs, after having. made publick intimas 
tion of ir, and that People have prepared 
themlelyes for it, 


7. 

Seventbly, Theſe poinrs being agreed on,ghey 
ſhould in the next place paſs.an At; dechring 
that all perſons whatſoever ( Fencing Mafters 
exceped ) ſhall have liberty to play for ir, 
providing that againſt ſuch a day as ſtall be 
appointed, they give -up their names;and pay 
in ſo much money, both which ſhould be {pe- 
cificd in the A, asalſo oblidge themſelvesro 
play in the Garb or Haber which' ſhall be 
mentioned in it; And: the money colle&ged 
from {uch perſons who give up their naints 
and are not of the Sociery , ſhall bebeſtowed 
upon the Prize the year toltowing to make it 
of ſo much the morevalue : And it ſhonl! al- 
fo be declared that whoever belonging tb-rhe 
Society ſhall decline to play tor the (aidsPrize, 
muſt before he be diſpenced with, -give'in fo 
much moricy as ſhall. be agreed upon, and 
mentioned in the AQA,which ſhall uiſ6'be im- 
ployed for the WY the next yeatts prize. 


Eighthly, T his At ſhould be Printed by way 
of Adycrtilement, and Copics ofit affixed in 
the moſt publick places of the City, or Lonp 
where 
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where the prize is tobe played for 
ther adjacent Towns , alſo copics of it ſhould 
be ſcentand diſperſed in the Country , tharall 
Perſons who defign to ſhow their Art , may 
have timely _—__ adyertiſement to give up 
their Names, and prepare themſelves tor it; 
And it ſhould as | have (aid, mention'the Li- 
givcato all Perſons, Maſters exc 
to play; with the day and place appointed for 
raking up their names ; As alſo, the ſpecies and 
valuc of the Prize , with the place and day 
when the ſolemnity is to begine z Likewiſe, a 
diſcription of the Garb all are to play in, hay- 
ingatthe end of all a Printed copy ofthe Rules 
olved upcn by the Society, to be obſerved 
inplaying , that ſocyery man may know if 
Juſtice be done him or not ; And to defide 
all Quarrels and Debates which may fall out 
upon ſuch an occafion,there ſh-uld be a Com. 
mittee 'of the moſt underſtanding and judich- 
ous Perions En Society, the Pre- 
fident being alwayes 


ſhall be brought in before them, who ſhall be 
upon their word of Honour bound to give their 


VerdiQ, as impattially, and as ncae conform | 


tothe Printed Rules as poſlible. 


9. 
Nimbly, Before they ad es their __—_—_ 

they ate to take eyery- thing clſe_ intorhe 
£ con 


and oc 


i; 
.: 
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; appointed to defide | 
all ſuch contraverſics relating co the "_, 2 | 
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| sf confideration, which they ſhall find neceſfarly 
ald] fall under cheir Cognifance,as whither to have 
alll avy mccting or not before the day reſolved 
ay | upon for beginning the Prize , for che day tor 


their yearl ing,being once appointed by 

ir the Ori 50a) ConcraRt, mult never be altere 
; | being che Anniverſary ofche Society, o all 
things being thus conſerted,& havingreſolved 
what number with the Precident ( or Trealu- 
rer in his abſenec )) ſhall be a Quorum, atthoſe 
ay | ordinary mectings, they may then adjourn 
themſelycs tyl che day appointed far the next: 
All which the Clerk ſhould carefully mark 
down, and thus much for what they arc to do 
at their carly Aſſcemblicyor general mcetings. 
But if chere be a Prize to be played for,then 
the day for beginning it being come, and che 
place where ic 1z co be played for , ready and 
1h order, I would have notwithſtanding of the 
tormer Laws for Schools.theſe following Rules 
to be obfcrved, becaule chey more particukrly 

relate co ſuch a ſolemnity asthis. 


RULES ts be Obſerved in playing for @ PRIZE. 


RULE 1. 
That no diſorder may be committed 


SRHacnhn TI ESRKEL2_ 


hf, 
F a Rabble, or otherwiſe, there ſhould be 
Application made to the Magiſtrates, or com- 
—_ Officer of the place, fora Guard to 
out all common s _ 3 Azalſo to pre-" 
yent 


v% The Fencing Mafters Advice, 


y nt any other inconveniencics which may fall | 
- out up on ſuch an occalion. 

-" S.  3, | 

| ,Seeondly, To preventa Croud, none ſhould 

be admitced ro be Soetarors , but thoſe whol- 
ſhall have reczived Tickets, which muſt be del 

livered to the Door _ as they enter. | 

RULE 2. 


Thirdly, None ſhould be allowed to play, F 
let them be never ſo deſirous, bur ſuch as have 
giyen up their names atthe time appointed in|, 
the AR, alfo the number of the perſons who 
are to play. fliuld if poſible be cyens that fo 
they may be the more eaſily Paired, & thoſe 
who bear their Advyerſaries alſo marked wich 
the leſs difficulty , Therefore it rhere be an odd 
perſon; they ſhould all draw Lotts who is to 
forcbcar playing for that year, and u 
whomſoyer the Lot falleth he ſball have the 
money he configned for the Prize returned to 
him, and ſhill cherctore forcbear playing for 
the Priz* that year. 

RULE +4 | 

Fourthly, Nane ſhould be allowed to play, t 
but in ſuch a Garb as this following; Yiz. AJ, 
black Velvet Cap, and white Weaſt-Coag, | c 
Drawers, and Strockins, of what Kind of Stuff 
every man ſhall think fir to be atthe charges of, | . 
whither Holland, Taffiry,$attin,&e. Bur in the | , 

| 


DP, iz, 


time they are playing the lapps of theWealſt- 


Coat muſt be alwiſe+ put within the head- 
band 
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all Lod of the Drawers, that ſo ie may be the be | 
er peceived,, where the Thruſts which ſhall b 
&iven bave been planted. 
IN of RULE 5. 
wh pifebly, The Flurcrs they all play wich | 
e-Fould be of equal length, and the number 
ree ſhould be alſo the preciſe number of 
given or received Thruſts, which each. player 
F: fsto play againſt eyery one ot his Antagoniſt 
Players; Neither ſhould any be allowed to | 
Uhlay again more than one in a day, becaule þ 
2X after t e firſt Aſſault a Mans V igour is ſpent, 
and being to play tor a Prize, it were moſt un- 
reaſonable rooblidge him to play: againſt any 
other freſh perſov thar day. 
RULE 6. | 
" Sixthly, No Thruſts ſbould- be allowed, not 
accounted as faire, which are nor given inthe. 
Trunk of the, Body; that is berwixe the neck 
and head-band of theDrawers as to the lengtb, 
and betwixt the twoShoylders as to the breadth. 
KEILE..2.: +5 
, Seventhly, Nothing but faire Thruſts being 
> {to be allowed and reckoned, all commanding 
| ahd inclofing whatſoever ſhould be diſcharged 
| for if that were allowed, the moſt patt. would 
ary generally more. at it, che at. the gividg 
| of a Thruft, which' would take away the 
whole grace, neatnels, and pleaſure of the plays 
but "the uſe of the ktt hand is not to be diſ- 
charged, becauſe'ir may fo fall out that ſome 
p F 2 Tenorant 
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Imnoraut Ramblers may lift themiclvesto play, 
for the Prize, our of np other defigne bur to (elſp, 
if they can _ = a 4 1 > the... 
parrying with the keft hand isuponthat yery ach... 
cbutit t0 be honed ; But in cafe of a Contred11 
temps or exchanged Thruſt (as it isin the f 
cleventh Law for Schools) T would have the, 


Thraſt alwife defided in the Perfons Favour; 


who was the firſt lanrcher ont of it. | 
"RULE B C 
' Eighth, Both to prevent Dcbates,8 allo tha Ne 
the Thruſts which are given may the barter ap+ 
pear.there ſhould be a little peice of flat pun F 
fixed to the button of cach Flarret , which 
ſhould be diped in a ke water mixe with Ver], 
melion, and then it will be 'impothble for the 
_ rouch robe we Fun was yl moo, h 
ately appear to t es, who ſhould then}: 
Bs prove bout, anc declare that "Pi ; 
Perion playing agaioft fuch another hath re. 
ceived one Thruſt from him,which the Clerk 
is immediately romark down, agd then they 
are tocngage again for the ſecond Thruſt, and 
when char is given,allo to deſiſt uaril ir be mare, 
kedzand ther they are to play forthe third && 
laſt againſtarher-for that Prize, and the lame; 
otder muſt be obſerved by all the reſt, 


POS. gs A 3ſt 
ch Perſon Þcing to play- > 
very One, before che Vidtory cao be decided, 
in any ones Fayours, it will take as mainy ay 
tees = 


7 
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aye one, as there are Perſons to play for the 
rize, becaule it will rake ſo much time {(cach 
xing according to the fifth Rule ro make bur 
me Aflaulc in a day } befere ic gothrow them 
'Thll, and whocycr after the laſt days Aſlaulring, | 


4 


r 


; Ihall be found by the account that the Cler 
MXEnd Judges have kept, to bave beat manyeſt;: 
Ui tor the Judges are to Keep an exact account of 
ho cach day beateih other as well as the 

IClerk; to be as it were a proct of his exaQtneſs 4 
x 2nd impartialicy ,) fhall be declared to have 
Piained the Prize, ro whom the Preſident (ball 
- eliver it our of his own hand , - paſſing what 
vs Compliment upon him he ſhall chiok t, af- 
ne (LV ich all may bediſmifled. 
" Thus you {ce what cxatt methade I would 
;Jhave taken co prevent contuſtn , when there 
|; a Prizc to be playcd for, and | am confidence 
A Jif ir were puntually obſerved, there would be 
FiJas tew Debates , and as little trouble at ſuch a 


k oolemnity , as there is now in moſt Schools 
/ ypon the ordinary publick Aſlaulting days. 
0 
C 


| Sch. Really Sir, By the Rules you bave laid doin, 
fit oppears to me that there is not the leoft diffiewttie in 
s : | foing aboxt it , but you talk of erefting # Sotietic of | 
? | Sword» Men, and your Diſzourſe would alſo intimatt 
' | 4s much, 44 tbat there were one alreadie erefed in this | 
.* | Kingdom, 
| M4, There js ſo Sir, and I thought there | 
| had been but tew Gentlemen ſuch as you who | 
ollow 3 


0 
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follow the Sword, but what had known of {t. 
Sch. Indeed Sir. | mnt confeſs my ignorance as 1 
this, for 1 never ſo much as heard of it before, and « 
this account 1 think it the more ſtrange , becauſ: 

I am daily eonverſing with thoſe who are the great 
encouragers of this Art within the Ringdom ; Howe 
ver ſeeing it hath been done without my knowledge | 
pray do me the favour to ſhow what methode they 1 
10 Erelt is ? For I am extreamly taken with the fancy, 


Mz. Sit you now ask that of me, which bad 
I not a particular permifſion froma theSociery, 
allowing meto devulge it, I would be necefſi-| 8 
rate contrary to my inclination to give you a 
Denia} , but ſeeing they ar my deſire condel- 
cended ro the. publiſhing of it when I] ſhould 
chink fic; I ſhall give you a full account off 
the whole matrer, which I rchink I can do the}; 
more cxatly, ſecing | was perſonally pre- 
ſent at the ſubſcription of the ContraR. 


Sch, But what was the methode prey Sir that 
they took,, for I am alittle impatient I confeſs to know 
it f 

Ms. Sir, Near Twenty of us had a meeting, 
C to the beſt of my remembrance it was upon 
the twenty ſixch of February laſt) where we all 
{ubſcrived our Original Contra: The exatt 
Copic whercot followeth, THF 
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THE 
es eorentaed CONIRACT 
THE 


Society of Sword Men 
SCOTLAN D. 


* HE Preſerv#tion of I ife or Self-Defencs, be. 
ing that to which all Creatures by a Natus 
rel inflinf} ere inclined ; Nature hath 
thought fit to b:ſtow upon each hind a parti» 

cular Defence, that [0 they might preſerve themſelves 

from the inſults of their Fn-mies : And as (he gave 
to the inferiour (_reatures different methods naturallie 
to defend themſelves, ſome with their Teetb, Beakg, 

Trunks, and Claws, ds may be ſeen im Kaples, Lyonr, 

Wolves, Bears, and þ lephants ; Others with their 

Horns and Feet, as the Bull and Horſe , And others 

with their netere! covering, or Coat of Armour, as the 

Crocedale, Portpick , Hurtchen, and Tortorfe, So Man 

coming imo the World naked , and in a manner ſtrips 

off all theſe Defences, ſhe hath endued him with Kean 
fon, that be might by « Judicial Kefl ion and Con' 
trance, invent #0 bimſelf ſuch & varietie of Artificial 
one, as might bnb ſupplie the want of theſe, and be 
ſerviceable to bins in everie encounter of Panger, 
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Now as other creatures have but one life to preſerve 
ond defend, ſo Man may be ſsid to have twa , one of 
which is bis Hmour, for be who lojeth that, albough 
he naturallie liveth, yet in reſþefA of the bad charatter 
he is uader; and ſmall regard Men of Honowe bave to 
bim, be is Virtaslly dead , fo that it fhondld be bit 
chief care #nd buſineſs t defend the one , and if poſ- 
ſible preſerve the other unteinted ; But among ft «ll 
the Defences bitherte invented by Man , there ir cone 
ſo generally uſeful, en4 whith ſhows ſo much of Art 
and Dexterity ; or diſcovers ſo much the ſubtility of 
Adroiſs and Invention as the Art of the Sword, ( now 
a dayer termed Fencing, ) end therefore it muſt eer- 
teinly be without debare the fitteſt to protef beth. 


. WWE therefore Underſubcrivers, being ſenſible of the 
great Advantage this Art bath over all others, which 
ean any ways pretend to a ſhaire in tbe Defence of 8 
Mens perſon ; As alſo of the great benefit «ll People, 
but particularly Gentlemen , may reap by a right uſe 
of it, And eonſidering that the knowledge and proflice 
of it, is by many who ds not under(tand its worth and 
Excellency, undervaluid and judged but an nſchſs 
and unprefitable piece of Mecompliſhment ; Do for the 
greater eneouregement of the Art ; And to excite in 
all People a Defire and Eman'gtion to wnderſtand and 
prefiice ſo Noble and Uſeful an Exerciſe, Erelt our 
ſelves into a Society, which we Reſplve ſpall bereafter 
te called , The SOCIETY OBE SWORD- 


MEN, Ard by this our Ecatralt, we Bind and | 


Obliege 
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Obliege our ſelaes, to bave 8 Tearly General Meeying 
upon the — of egch January , 4 two 4 
closk.in the Afternoon, im 
—— day of Javuary 1693. And ſo yearly rhereafe 
fer #poR the mma of the ſaid month, any 
number which ſhall eomveen being # Yuorum. And ds 
alſo obliege our ſetves to carry #t thoſe General Ment, 
ings upon our lift Breaſts , and above our upper coats 
tbe Badge following, which is by us eftabliſhed t0 be 
as « Diftinftion for the Society ; And foall be herenf- 
ter called its Badze : Vit 

A piece of Plate ſomenohant larger then a Crown, & in 
the form of « double Star, baving « Cirele whhin it , 
and engraven upon each fide of the Circle @ Cloud, owe 
of which Cloud there muſt come from the Dexter an 
Arm holding « Sword ſloping upwards ; And from 
the Siniſter another belding 8 Fluret likewiſe ſloping 
upwards, which croſſing the Sword about the midis 
ſhall Form @ kind of K, Andrews Croſs; Had bebind 
the Fluret and Sword there moſt be alls engraven the 
Figure of « Man in s faſhionsble Garb, pointing with 
his right Hand to the point of the Flutet ; And with 
his Left to the point of the Sword, Beneath which 
points ſhall be engraven theſe Inferiptione, Viz. Under 
the point of the Fluret, Hac Recreo , 4nd wider 
the point of the Sword, Hoc propugno; And ebre 


the bead of the Figure in a ſcrol, Sic in urrumque 
paratis; And beneath bis fert in larger Chara 


ders. 
Gladiacorm SCOTICORUM 
Socieratis Symbolum ; And in the Cirele about 


"he 
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the Badge the Perſons name to whom the Badge helong- 
#h, with the dey of the moneth, and yeer of GOD, 
n#-1 be was admitted and received into the Cacretys, 
Miſe te give our Contra more force, and that all things 
may be done with the more Deeency ant Order, we all 
of i Bind end ')bliege our ſetvrs to obſerve ard ftand 
fo'whnt Laws and Afts this our Society ſhall think 
to make from time to time, under the penalti-s which 
ſhall by the plurality of Votes be r+ſ-iv+d upon, to be 
impoſed upon theſe who hall eontraween. 
And finally,we declare that we have no other intention 
or defign by EreQing this Society and appointing theſe 
oxr publick Mertings and Aſſcmblies , but the Ads 
wanezement and Encouragement of this Art, And that 
hereby we may bave a fairer & better Opportunity to 
takeinto our confideration what methods may be fallen 
wpon , not only to excite all People to its profiice, bus 
elſo te improve our ſelves in it, which by our [ubſcrip- 
tions we declare, we look upon to be an Art ſo neceſſa. 
rie and uſeful, that it can never be either too much or 
$00 exattly praiſed and underſtood by any , And 
therefore with one conſent we ſubſcribe , In (empirer- 
num Florcat Gladiatura , At Edinburgh zhe 
ewenty ſixib dey of February, 1092. 


'This we all ſubſcribed \, after which we 
choſe our Clerk, next our Preſident , then we 


choſe our T realurer , in whole hands we con- 
ligned 
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ſgned our money as a pledge for obſerving the 
the general Conrraft, and then having confj- 
dered ſome other particulars relating ro the So- 
cicty, we appointed a Commirtee who were 
impowered to receive {uch into ir, as ſhould 
make applicationcochem , and whom they 
ſhould think fit- ro admit , which-Committe 
was to contigue until the next years Gene- 
ral Meeting y after which the Commince 
appointed their next ordinary Mecting, and 
then we adjourned, 

Thus Sir hayc I given you a ſhort bur exaQ 
Account of our firſt Conſtiturion , and [am 
hopetul whoeyer hears ot it, and conſiders the 
Reaſons which induced us to it, will think the 
motives fo ſtrong , and our Deſign 1o generons 
and Honourable, that they will be impatient to 
be admitted a Member of it, 

Sch. Indeed I ſhowld think ſo , for the Fancy is 
bath New, it being the firſt of the kind 1 believe that 
ever was Erefed' ; and alſo being ſo Gentlemany de- 
ſerveth all the Encouragement imaginable , and for 
my own part Sir | aſure you, 1 will 12he it as @ fin- 
gular favour, if you will conferr that Honour upon me 
which | doubt not but you can very eaſily do, conſider- 
ing your preſent flation, 

Mz. That Sir as} rold you, doth not at all 
ly in my way, but propperly belongerh ro the 
Commuirree appointed for that purpofe ; Mowe- 
yer it youdclire, I ſhall do you all the {crYice 


ln 
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iniclcan , and propoſe ir to them , whono 
doubt ccnſjdering the advance you have mad®© 
inthis Art , will make no ſcrupple to admit 


u. 

Sch, Pray ds ſo then, and 1 ſhall alſo make Appli- 
cation to them my ſelf, which will perhaps make theme 
#be ſooner eonſ.nt toit ; for I lang extreamly to be 
one of your Number, 

' Ms, lam glad Sirto {ce you lo forwardly 

inclined toencourage this Art, and aſſure yonr 
ſelf, I ſhal never be wanting to give you all the 
Inſtrution and Affiſtance I can in any thing re. 
lating to it ; But I muſt now of neceſſity rake 
leave of you, leaſt I diſappoint thole Gent.e- 
men I triſted with, 


$ch, Sir 1 em ſorie I bave detained you ſo long, but the 
great defire I bad to be informed in what | was igno- 
rant of, ( wbich | muſt confe)s you bave moſt drltintHy 
dent) beth made me &« greet dale more rude then 0- 
therwiſe] would, but | expe that amongſt my other 
failewrs which are very well known to you \ you will 
#lfo parden thin, And ſol bid you beartilie good night, 
wiſhing you good ſucceſt, and an advantageous agree- 
ment with thoſe 10 whom you ore going, 


Mea. [ ſhall rakecare of that Sir Fle warrant 
you. fcr it is money now a days that doth all, 
and he who wants that may go pick ſtraws ar 
home, for he will be but ycry little thought of 

| abroad, 


To bis Sebolor; Ut: 92 
oe z; However | thank you for your good 
iſhes. 

Sch. Well Sir , Tt am glad confidering the greaq 
wouble T have given you all day. to leave you now in 
Þ grod a ſtrain, but Ile detain you no longer from. 
your Company. So, 


F AREFELL. 


POSTSCRIPT . 


Aving Finiſhed the preceeding Diſcourle, 
H I chiak ir will not, be Peat Anſwer ats 
ObjcQion, which perhaps lome Pcoplo ( pare 
ticularly after conſidering the Ryles Lorderes. 
be obſerved in the third Circamſtange againſt 
Ignoravts) may: make, in judging that there: 
is3 great imperfefion in the Art, becauie Þ 
order the Lefr-hand to be frequently. ade 'uſe 
of againſt ſuch Perſons ,. For (ay chey,. rowmhae 
uſe 18 all your Art with the Sword, mbcn we: 
{ee chat according to your own Rules, ' when 
put co it, your Defence dependeth moſt, if/nat 
all, ypon the Paxyiog wich che Lete-hang;, 
that take away that, and reſitiq} your (elf 

tholly-ro the Defence wich your Sward, and 
then wefhalt plainly fee, that a rude foreward 
Iznorant will be equal with- you, do your 
dſt, Te 
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To. this 1 Anſwer, that (cing it iscyidenta 
Sword cannot perform two different Ati: 
ons at one and the (»rme time, that-is. cannot 
both Defend and Offend at once, eſpecially the 

rapling and Irregular Thrufts of a Rambler 
which ate given at a diſtance trom the Sword, 
and out of rhe Line, and that Ignorants know- 
ing yery well-chis.. do therefore commonly ne- 
ver forebear or defiſt Puſbing and T hruſting 
until their Strength and V igour fail them, con- 
cluding certainly. that lol as they Fhruſt 
lo quickly, -we uſt cher Parry, or rccive 
an exchanged Thruſt ; And alſo that {uch !g- 
norants and Ramblers do alwiſc deſigns (ein 
they know they can do no berter ) to gold 
che receiving one Wound fot che giving of an- 
other, ] ſay therefore vpon thar account, an 
Artiſt is in ſuch a caſe necefficare either ro Parry 
with the Left.hand,or otherwiſe ro give the Ig- 
norant the whole Purſute, ſo it 1s only that he 
may become the Purfuce that he defends with 
his Left-hand; (which nevertheleſs, let Peaple think, 
and tek of it ar they pleaſe, is more difficult, and 
requires more Art and dexteritie to perform neathie, 
end without being wounded in it , then mot do ima- 
Line I (ay then it is only that he may become” 
c ner that he makes uſe of it; andnot 'at 
all becanſe he is rot by his Art capable”; (if he. 
had reſtrited himſclf only to the Defculive- 

| | part 
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part,) to detend the Rude an Irregular thruſt 


of the Ignorant. FAR 
Ler no man then condemn Art, upon this pre- 
tended unſufficiency of not furniſhing a perfit 
deſence with the +word, ſcing there can be no. 
thing under the cope of Heaven more falſe,for 
as (ſaid, che chict Reaſon which maketh Ar* 
tiſts ule che Ict; Hand- againlt ſghurants and 
Ramblers, is not {ſo much to be a defence to 
them (tor if rhey be Adroit their Sward alone 
is aboundancly {ufficient for that ) but that by 
uſing it they may be in a better capacity to of- 
tend the Ignorant, and by becoming the Puts 
ſuer, pur a ſtop to the. yentorious atd. fore- 
ward Purinte of the R ambler, who (unleſs the 
Artiſt by uſing that M-rhod make him ſenſible 
that his continval. Thruſting-cannot ſave him 
from a wound tor nothing ) would certainly 
adyance lo cloſs, and redouble ſo quickly and 
irregularly, that he might be fair ro pur the 
Artiſt, eſpecially if in a narrow Bounds, very 
hard to it. 

Now this point | thought fit to clear, both 
for the Vindication of Art, and alſo todif 
cover to ſuch Perſons who may make the pre» 
ceeding Obj-Aion, the true Reaſon why the 
uſe of the lefr Hand is ſo much recommend in 
all Engadgements, bur particularly againſt 
Ignorancs, or great Rarablers; T herefore what- 
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eyer may baye bcen heretofore their Opinion 
in this matter, I expeR that after the readin 
.- of theſe few lines, they will be convinced o 
"the truth of what I affirm, which if they are, 
J have my dcſign in Writing this Poſtſcript, it 
not,the worſt is theirs, ſeing the diſadvantage 
will cerrainly at aſt redound to their own 
Prejudice, in obſtinatly mantaining a point (o 
vaſtly e and contradiury to the truc 
and (olide ditats of both Realon and Art. 
And ſol conclude, wiſhing them from all my 
Heart the true defence of both Hand and 
Sword, without which no man can perform 
in chis Art, any thing that is either great or 
extraordinary, F 
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